
   [image: Cover: Cold Blood 2 - The Mad Professor by Jørn Jensen]

   
      
         
            Jørn Jensen
      

            Cold Blood 2
      

            The Mad Professor
      

            Translated by Martin Reib Petersen
      

         

         
            SAGA Kids
      

         

      
   


   
      
         
            Cold Blood 2 - The Mad Professor

             
      

            Translated by Martin Reib Petersen

             
      

            Original title: Koldt blod 2 - Den gale professor

             
      

            Original language: Danish

             
      

            Copyright ©2003, 2023 Jørn Jensen and SAGA Egmont

             
      

            All rights reserved

             
      

            ISBN: 9788728229774

             
      

            1st ebook edition

Format: EPUB 3.0

             
      

            No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrievial system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor, be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser. It is prohibited to perform text and data mining (TDM) of this publication, including for the purposes of training AI technologies, without the prior written permission of the publisher.

             
      

            www.sagaegmont.com

Saga is a subsidiary of Egmont. Egmont is Denmark’s largest media company and fully owned by the Egmont Foundation, which donates almost 13,4 million euros annually to children in difficult circumstances.

         

      
   





Chapter 1



The drive to the hospital feels longer than it really is. Tobias sits quietly next to his mum in the car. Everything is flickering in front of his eyes. Houses, cars and people in the streets. Boys playing football at the park. They don’t know how lucky they are. They don’t have to go to the hospital.

Tobias sighs. He is going to the hospital because his stomach has been hurting for a long time.

They visited their GP, who thought Tobias ought to go for a thorough check-up at the hospital. “Just like a car,” he had explained. “Cars need to have their brakes and tyres checked sometimes. Even if nothing seems to be wrong with them. Just to have a look and make sure.”

He had smiled at Tobias when he said it. “It’s like that with people as well. Sometimes they need to go for a check-up.”

His mum turns the car into the hospital driveway. It is an old hospital, and not very large. Almost like two large family homes that have been turned into a single house.

It was on the verge of being closed a month ago. The reason was that two children had died in it. No one could find an explanation. It was thought that a very dangerous kind of bacteria might be responsible.

The hospital was not closed, but it was cleaned very thoroughly. The director of the hospital, Professor Hazel, assured everyone that the hospital was safe for new patients.

Tobias follows his mum inside the hospital. The smell makes him shiver. It is the odour of a mixture of medicine and cleaning products and sick people. There is a yellow sign on one of the doors – no mobile phones allowed.

“Welcome to the dark ages,” he thinks to himself.

They walk over to the reception desk. Tobias is admitted, and soon he is lying on a bed in one of the rooms.

His mum comes in shortly afterwards.

“I spoke to the doctor,” she says. “They will take some blood samples today. And then you will have some X-rays taken. Don’t worry about any of it, it’s nothing painful. I have to get to work, but I’ll be back this afternoon. Feel better soon.”

She gives Tobias a kiss and waves to him from the door. Then she’s gone.

Tobias looks around the room. There’s a boy in the bed next to his own.

“Hello,” the boy says. “My name is Jakob. What’s yours?”

“Hi, I’m Tobias.”

“What are you in for?” Jakob asks.

“It’s something to do with my stomach,” Tobias says. “I don’t know what exactly. That’s what the doctors will try to find out.”

“I’m going home tomorrow,” Jakob says. “That’ll be great, I don’t like being here. But I’m glad you came. It’s boring to be here all alone. You’re in Nick’s bed. He was supposed to go home today. But then he suddenly became very ill.”

“That’s a shame,” Tobias says. “What was wrong with him?”

“He had his tonsils removed. Then he suddenly got a fever. A very high fever. And he gabbled all sorts of nonsense because of it. I felt awful for him. They moved him to another room. I think he is across the corridor from us.”

They are interrupted when a man in a white lab coat comes in. He is tall and walks with a stoop. He has both hands in the pockets of his coat. His right shoulder jerks a few times when he looks at Tobias.

“Hello there,” he says. “I am Professor Hazel. And you must be Tobias, who needs a few blood samples drawn. We want to find out what might be the matter. Abdominal pains, I believe. Let me just push on your stomach now.”

Hazel pushes his fingers down in a few places on Tobias’ stomach. Fortunately, Tobias doesn’t think it hurts.

“Very good,” Hazel says. “I need to listen to your lungs now. Can you sit up, please?”

Tobias swings his legs over the side of the bed and leans forward slightly. Tobias thinks there is a strange smell coming from the doctor. A powerful chemical smell.

Tobias notices something in the turn-ups of his trousers. He leans a bit further forward. It’s something small and round. It looks like pet food. Could it be meant for cats?

“Very good,” Hazel says. “You can lie back down now.”

He smiles at Tobias, but the smile doesn’t quite reach his eyes. It’s mostly a small twitch around his narrow lips. Tobias thinks his eyes look cold and piercing.

Professor Hazel walks over to Jakob. “How are you feeling today, Jakob?”

“Fine, thank you,” Jakob replies. “I’m going home tomorrow, that will be nice.”

“Yes, you are indeed,” Hazel says. “I just need to look inside your mouth. Open wide, please.”

The doctor shines a small torch inside Jakob’s mouth. “It is still very red. Swollen too.” He takes a box of pills out of his pocket. “I need to give you a pill. Otherwise I won’t dare let you go home tomorrow.”

Professor Hazel fetches a glass of water and gives Jakob the pill. He watches Jakob swallow it. Then he leaves.
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