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A Day with von Tirpitz



THERE is a certain Belgian village where in pre-war days the aristocracy of Belgium sojourned during the hot months of the summer. “Village” comes into the same category of mock-modest terms as “cottage” when it applies to the millionaire’s residence. It lies in a fold of hills amid scenery of exceptional beauty. If any peasants ever lived in this “village,” they had long since departed. The chateaux were in the possession of Illustrious Members of the Great General Staff. The tents of their escorts, guards and servants sprinkled the hillside. Lines of motor-cars were parked in the pleasant little Place before the very modern Gothic Hotel de Ville, where a band played to a select and limited audience on three evenings a week.

One morning a special train came to the station and a certain person in naval uniform alighted and was received with a guard of honor, and welcomed by innumerable military gentlemen with long shining swords and stiff back-bones.

Within two hours of his arrival five machines of the Umpty-fourth Squadron, carrying a necessarily limited supply of bombs rose from the aerodrome and made a bee-line for this pleasant village. They crossed the first and second barrages without mishap, reached the open country and, disdaining such invitations as loaded troop-trains afforded, they pushed their way steadily to the happy valley, fought down the patrols which guarded the approaches to their objective and passing in single file immediately above a certain chateau, they left that once handsome house a haggard and blazing ruin.






	
	


	
		Vážení čtenáři, právě jste dočetli ukázku z knihy A Day with von Tirpitz.

		Pokud se Vám ukázka líbila, na našem webu si můžete zakoupit celou knihu.
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