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      A True Story Told by a Sacristan
     

    

    
     
      S
     o you want me to tell you another story about Grandad? I don’t mind—why not amuse you with a tale? Ah, the old days, the old days! What joy, what gladness it brings to the heart when one hears of what was done in the world so long ago that the year and the month are forgotten! And when some kinsman of one’s own is mixed up in it—a grandfather or great-grandfather—then may I be taken with a cough at the Anthem to the Holy Martyr Varvara if I don’t fancy that I’m doing it all myself, as though I had crept into my great-grandfather’s soul, or my great-grandfather’s sonl were playing tricks m me. I must say that our girls and young women are the worst for plaguing me; the moment they catch a glimpse of me it’s “Foma Grigoryevich! Foma Grigoryevich! Come now, some terrible tale! Come now, let’s have it!” And they keep on and on. I don’t grudge telling them a story, of course, but you should see what happens to them when they are in bed. Why. I know every one of them is trembling under the quilt as though she were in a fever and would be glad to creep under her sheepskin, head and all. If a rat scratches against a pot, or she herself touches the poker with her foot—it’s almost enough to scare her out of her wits. But next day she’ll pester me over again to tell her a terrible story, as though nothing had happened. Well, what am I to tell you? Nothing comes into my mind at the minute—Oh, yes, I’ll tell you how the witches played “Fools” with my grandfather. But I must beg you first, good friends, not to interrupt me or I wil make a hash of it not fit to take into one’s mouth.
    

    
     My grandad, I must tell you, was a leading Cossack in his day. He could read and write, and knew how to use the mark of abbreviation. On a saint’s
    

    
     
     
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
     
     
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
     
     
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

   
  

 




    Vážení čtenáři, právě jste dočetli ukázku z knihy The Lost Letter.

    Pokud se Vám ukázka líbila, na našem webu si můžete zakoupit celou knihu.
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