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What Makes Our Guides Unique?
￼[image: P7280114.jpeg]
Apostles of the Prague Astronomical Clock waiting for their showtime.
There are guidebooks that are brief, and there are guidebooks that are exhaustive. 
The first kind will tell you the name of an attraction, but without context, this information might not be particularly exciting. 
The second type provides exhaustive details, which you typically have to search for in lengthy passages of text. And when you're actually at the site, you'd rather take in the sights than pore over pages of a guidebook.
So we created a guidebook that solves this dilemma.
We've crafted a guidebook filled not only with facts but also with stories of rulers, saints, builders and artists, as well as descriptions of selected works of art. We've included truly breathtaking photographs that you won't be able to capture yourself. All of this is wrapped in an attractive visual style with a comfortable and user-friendly interface, including a smartphone screen. 
And the cherry on top: we've added an audio commentary for each location, ensuring that your sightseeing experience is both informative and enjoyable.
In the guide Mozart's footsteps, each place is also accompanied by musical compositions.
 
❓Did you know that Prague Castle is also the largest ancient castle in the world and surpasses even the English Windsor as the largest inhabited castle?
￼[image: SvatyVit2-.jpeg]
The true jewel of Prague is St. Vitus Cathedral.
Prague Castle, the most prominent Czech castle, and Charles Bridge, the iconic structure of Prague, hold a special place in the heart of the city and its history. Prague Castle, with its rich heritage dating back to the 9th century, has been a residence for Czech princes, kings, and even the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. It is considered the largest castle complex in Europe and one of the largest in the world. 
 
❓Did you know that Charles Bridge is the largest open-air sculpture gallery in the world?
￼[image: Karluv most depos small.jpg]
With more than 50 sculptures, Charles Bridge is the most beautiful open-air gallery in the world.
On Charles Bridge, you will encounter a unique outdoor gallery featuring over 30 sculptures and 70 figures. Each statue has its own story and significance, from the famous statue of Saint John of Nepomuk to the intriguing Turk sculpture guarding Christian captives. 
These sculptures, often serving as intercessors for specific situations in life, add an extra layer of meaning and fascination to your visit.
❓Did you know that the statue of Saint John of Nepomuk has been replicated over 60,000 times around the world?￼[image: St John of Nepomuk.jpeg]
In all corners of the world you can see a copy of this statue of St. John of Nepomuk from the Charles Bridge.
 
 
❓Did you know where did Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart compose his most famous opera?
￼[image: IMG_6497.jpeg]
The Nostic Theatre has witnessed four premieres of works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
In the guide Mozart and Prague we take you to the places associated with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Prague sojourns. In addition to audio commentaries, this chapter is also accompanied by Mozart's wonderful music. The most famous such place is undoubtedly the Estates Theatre, the site of his glorious premieres. The most successful one here was definitely Mozart's best work, the opera Don Giovanni.
AUDIO  Listen to the audio commentary with musical excerpts about this theatre. The audio commentaries are included with all the titles in the edition GOLD.
 
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interior of the Estates Theatre ( previous NOSTIC Theater ).
The Estates Theatre still has Mozart's works in its repertoire as you can see Miroslav Huptych's temporary curtain for the opera The Magic Flute. Listen to the popular aria Papagena. 
The Magic Flute, Pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-papageno
Almost 200 years later Mozart's famous premieres the interior of this theatre became the setting for the Oscar-winning film Amadeus. Our guides will also take you to other magical film locations of this amazing movie. In the next picture you can see Mozart's "film" house on Hradčany Square. 
￼[image: IMG_6693 (1).jpeg]
Kanovnická 2 street, Wolfgang and Konstance's film house
Our guides contain hundreds of stunning images that you can't take yourself, bringing you closer to the hard-to-reach highlights of the cathedral or Prague Astronomical Clock. You'll be able to appreciate in detail the beauty.
￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpeg]
Original Gothic part of the St Vitus Cathedral at Prague Castle is just amazing.
Let us guide you through the rich history, art, and legends of Prague, making your walk more enjoyable and meaningful.
￼[image: Bazilika3.jpeg]
The Romanesque chancel of the Basilica St George at Prague Castle.
Our guides has also been designed to be read on a smartphone screen. We've included easy-to-use navigation, many additional links that function as buttons in mobile apps make navigation very simple and each underlined text link leads to a different section of the guide.  
Key features of our guides:
￼[image: screenshoty trojice EN Cat.jpeg]
	 Medallions of rulers, saints, sculptors, builders and artists associated with the featured works

	 Hundreds of amazing photos that also show hidden or inaccessible treasures

	 Audio commentaries for a fully immersive experience (GOLD Edition)

	 Music tracks (Mozart & Prague, Jewels of Prague)

	 Sleek and modern design, optimised for easy access on your smartphone screen

Experience the wonder and beauty of Prague like never before with our immersive smartphone-friendly guide. 
Get ready to embark on an unforgettable journey through time, art, and captivating stories. With our guidebooks in hand, you'll have all the information you need to fully appreciate these extraordinary landmarks and create memories that will last a lifetime.
 
Whether you're a first-time visitor or a seasoned Prague traveler, our guidebook is perfect for you.
 
 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_79.jpeg]
A rare view from the inaccessible gallery (Triforium) of the nave of St.Vitus Cathedral.
 
See also other titles from the Mateo Guides edition, such as those with a comprehensive description of St.Vitus Cathedral, complete list of the Charles Bridge sculptures or a guide to all the places where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart stayed in Prague, composed, gave concerts or just had fun.  
www.MateoGuides.com
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INTRODUCTION
￼[image: PrazskyHrad5.jpeg]
The Prague Castle silhouette is an iconic image, known all over the world, not only thanks to filmmakers.
AUDIO  Listen more in this excerpt with musical accompaniment, which are included in the GOLD and BLUE Edition versions.
Welcome to the enchanting city of Prague, where history, beauty, and charm intertwine to create a truly remarkable experience. In this e-book guide, we invite you to embark on a captivating journey through some of Prague's most iconic landmarks, including Prague Castle , Charles Bridge, and Old Town Square.
Prague Castle, standing proudly as the most prominent Czech castle, has a rich and storied past. Originally an early medieval fort, it has evolved over centuries to become a sprawling complex that overlooks the picturesque Vltava River. Serving as the residence of Czech princes, later kings, and the seat of the president since 1918, Prague Castle holds a significant place in the heart of the city and the Czech Republic. Notably, it has even been the main residence of the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire on two occasions.
￼[image: SvatyVit2-.jpeg]
The true jewel of Prague is St. Vitus Cathedral.
Within the castle complex, we will take you on a tour of the three most significant buildings accessible to the public: St Vitus Cathedral, The Old Royal Palace, and St George's Basilica. These architectural wonders hold centuries of history, hosting coronations, serving as final resting places for Czech rulers, and housing the precious Czech coronation jewels.
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_103.jpeg]
Golgotha on a Beam in the Archivolt of the Broken Arch of the Imperial Chapel.
As we explore the halls and corridors of Prague Castle, we will unveil fascinating stories of saints, rulers, and artists who have shaped its identity. From St Vitus Cathedral, where the Czech coronations took place, to the majestic Vladislav Hall in The Old Royal Palace, each building carries its own narratives and secrets waiting to be discovered.
￼[image: Vladislavsky sal I .jpg]
The Old Royal Palace's Vladislav Hall, was once the largest vaulted hall in Europe.
But our journey doesn't end there. We will also guide you across the renowned Charles Bridge, an iconic symbol of Prague. As you cross this architectural marvel, adorned with statues and offering breathtaking views of the city, you will sense the spirit of centuries past and witness the bustling energy of the present.
￼[image: IMG_1571.jpeg]On the Charles Bridge from the Lesser Town to the Old Town of Prague. 
Another iconic place is undoubtedly the charming Old Town Square. Here, you will encounter the famous Astronomical Clock, elegant Gothic and Baroque buildings, and the vibrant atmosphere of this lively square.
￼[image: Staromestké small.jpeg]
The picturesque Old Town Square cannot be mistaken for any other.
In the last chapter of our guide we will take you through the places associated with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Prague sojourns. In addition to audio commentaries, this chapter is also accompanied by Mozart's wonderful music.
￼[image: IMG_6618 (1).jpeg]
House of the Three Golden Lions.
One of the places we will introduce you to is the House of the Three Golden Lions is where Mozart finished his most famous opera, Don Giovanni. This house stands here unchanged and you can hear the full story in the following musical commentary.
AUDIO  Listen more in this excerpt with musical accompaniment, which are included in the GOLD and BLUE Edition versions.
In this chapter you will also find the locations where Miloš Forman's famous Oscar-winning film Amadeus was filmed.
￼[image: IMG_6685 (2).jpeg]
The Archbishop's Palace on Hradčany Square played a role in the film as the Imperial Palace of Joseph II.
Immerse yourself in the grandeur and history of Prague as we explore its significant landmarks and delve into the narratives they hold. Let this e-book guide be your companion in uncovering the hidden gems, rich culture, and captivating stories that make Prague a truly unforgettable destination. Get ready to embark on an extraordinary journey through the vibrant tapestry of this extraordinary city.
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     Introduction to Prague Castle
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    In addition to the soldiers of the castle guard, the entrance to the Prague Castle is guarded by statues of giants.
   

   
    
     
      AUDIO
     
    
    
    
    
     Listen to a sample of the audio commentary with music from the release
    
    
     GOLD
    
    
     .
    
   

   
    Welcome to Prague Castle, the most prominent Czech castle and originally an early medieval fort, perched on a rocky promontory above the Vltava River in the heart of Prague. Since the 9th century, it has served as the residence of Czech princes, later kings, and since 1918, the seat of the president of the Republic. Twice in history, it has become the main residence of the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire.
   

   
    
     Listen to the audio commentary, which are included in the
    
    
     GOLD
    
    
     and
    
    
     BLUE
    
    
     Edition.
    
   

   
    
     This guide will introduce you to the three most significant buildings accessible to the public:
    
    
     St Vitus Cathedral,
    
    
     The Old Royal Palace
    
    
     ,
    
    
     and
    
    
    
    
     St George's Basilica
    
    
     . We have also added a very attractive tourist place, such as the fabulous
    
    
     Golden Lane
    
    
     .
    
   

   
    ￼
    
     [image: Prague Castel objects.jpg]
    
   

   
    
     The castle, with its dimensions of 570 m in length and 128 m in width, has become one of
    
    
     the largest castle complexes
    
    
     in the world through gradual extensions and modifications from a fort founded in the 9th century. The area of the castle is commonly stated to be 7.28 hectares, subject to ongoing disputes, but according to the Guinness Book of Records, it is the largest ancient castle in the world. It also surpasses the English Windsor as the largest inhabited castle in the world.
    
   

   
    ￼
    
     [image: south view.jpeg]
    
   

   
    South view of the Cathedral.
   

   
    
     Prague Castle is not only considered a symbol of the city but also of Czech statehood. The complex includes St Vitus Cathedral, the traditional place for the coronation of Czech kings and their final resting place. Besides many Czech rulers (including four Roman-German Emperors), Prague bishops and archbishops, clergy, nobles, and other people associated with the Prague court, some saints are also buried in the cathedral. A large part of the Czech country patrons (
    
    
     St Wenceslas, St Vitus, St Adalbert, St Zikmund,
    
    
     or
    
    
     St John of Nepomuk
    
    
     ) rest here, and the Czech coronation jewels are kept in this sacred place.
    
   

   
    
     [image: Vladislavsky sal I .jpg]
    
    
     Vladislav Hall - view from the entrance.
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    The nave of the Romanesque Basilica of St George.
   

  

 Timeline of Prague Castle
around 880 Founding of Prague Castle
before 884 Founding of the first church - Our Lady's Church by Prince Bořivoj I.
920 Founding of the Church of St George by Prince Vratislav I.
925 Foundation of the Rotunda of St Vitus by Prince Wenceslas
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II ordered the construction of the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1303 The royal palace fire.
1333-1382 The reconstruction of the royal palace was started by Margrave Charles IV.
1344 The foundation stone was laid for the Gothic cathedral. The future Emperor Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Hungary was built.
1502 Completion of the construction of the grandiose Vladislav Hall by architect Benedikt Ried.
1541 A huge fire damaged all buildings of Prague Castle. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1583  Emperor Rudolf II chooses Prague Castle as his official residence. 
1597-1606  During his reign, the castle was significantly expanded with additional wings, including the largest hall known today as the Spanish Hall.
1648 Occupation of the Castle by the Swedish army, looting of the art collections, the Rudolf's Kunstkammer
1753-75 During the reign of Empress Maria Theresa, extensive repairs and additions were made. The Theresian wing was built and the facades were unified in the with a classicist style by the architect Nicolo Pacassi.
1873 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert the completion of the cathedral began.
1918 Prague Castle becomes the seat of the President of the Czechoslovak Republic.
1920 Beginning of the renovation of the Castle by the Slovenian architect Josip Plečnik.
1930 Architect Otto Rothmayer continues to reconstruct and modify the Castle.
1929 Completion of the cathedral, including the west front with towers.
1949 - until today Gradual reconstruction of all buildings of Prague Castle. 
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     amazing views from the
    
    
    
    
     South Tower
    
   

   
    
     We have selected the most interesting places for you if you are interested in a more detailed description of the cathedral check out our guide
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     series.
    
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
    
    
    
     
      PLAN of Cathedrall
     
    
    
     ￼
    
    
     [image: Plan of Cathedral TOP 10.jpg]
    
   

   
    
    
     Remarkable Artworks
    
   

   
   

   
    Gothic
   

   
    
     G
    
    
     olden Gate Mosaic (11)
    
   

   
    
     T
    
    
     ombstones of Czech Kings (6)
    
   

   
    St Wenceslas chapel (10)
   

   
    Royal Oratory (8)
   

   
    Renaissance
   

   
    
     R
    
    
     oyal Mausoleum (3)
    
   

   
    Baroque
   

   
    
     T
    
    
     ombstone of st John of Nepomuk (7)
    
   

   
    Sculpture gallery in the Cathedral Crossing (2)
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     South-west view of the St Vitus Cathedral.
    
   

   
    
     
      AUDIO
     
    
    
    
    
     Listen to a sample of the audio commentary from the release
    
    
     GOLD
    
    
    
   

   
    
     Located in the heart of Prague's Castle District, the
    
    
     Cathedral of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert,
    
    
     also known as St Vitus Cathedral, is much more than just a building. It is a symbol of the rich history of the Czech Republic, spanning centuries of wars, peace treaties, and political upheavals. This majestic Gothic masterpiece has witnessed the coronation of kings, the birth of a new era, and the restoration of a nation's spirit. The intricate architecture and artistic masterpieces within its walls are a testament to the human creativity and devotion that have flourished throughout the ages.
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     View of the Gothic Part of the Cathedral from the Left Church Nave
    
   

   
    
     The history of St Vitus Cathedral is as rich and complex as the history of the Czech Republic itself. The cathedral's origins date back to the 10th century when
    
    
     Wenceslaus I,
    
    
     the Duke of Bohemia, founded a Romanesque
    
    
     rotunda
    
    
     on the site. The rotunda was replaced by a larger
    
    
     basilica
    
    
     in the 11th century, which was then replaced by the current Gothic structure in the 14th century.
    
   

   
   

   
    
     Throughout the centuries, the cathedral underwent several reconstructions that saw the involvement of numerous architects, artists, and rulers.
    
    
     Emperor Charles IV
    
    
     , who is widely regarded as the cathedral's greatest patron, commissioned the construction of the New Archiepiscopal Palace and the Wenceslaus Chapel, which became the final resting place of the country's patron saint. The cathedral's history is also intertwined with the reign
    
    
     Emperor Rudolf II
    
    
     , who contributed significantly to the cathedral's artistic
    
   

   
    ￼ 
    
     [image: SvatyVit_88.jpg]
    
   

   
    Central nave from Triforium.
   

   
    Today, St Vitus Cathedral is a popular tourist destination in Prague, attracting visitors from all over the world. This guidebook offers a comprehensive look into the cathedral's history, its architectural features, and the people who shaped it. It's the perfect companion for anyone wishing to explore the cathedral's hidden treasures and delve deeper into the fascinating history of the Czech Republic. Come along on a journey to discover the secrets of this magnificent landmark.
   

   
   

   
    
     ⚠️ In this guide you will find a selection of the publication "The Cathedral of St. Vitus, St. Wenceslas and St. Adalbert:
    
    
     Stories of the temple, its works of art and saints.
    
    
     " from the edition
    
   

   
    
    
     Timeline
    
   

   
    
     929
    
    
     Prince
    
    
     Wenceslas I,
    
    
     the Duke of Bohemia, built the
    
    
     Rotunda of St Vitus
    
   

   
    
     1060-1096
    
    
     Prince
    
    
     Spytihnev II
    
    
     built the
    
    
     Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert
    
    
    
   

   
    
     1344
    
    
     King John of Luxembourg, along with his son, the future
    
    
     Emperor Charles IV
    
    
     , and
    
    
     Arnošt of Pardubice
    
    
     , lay the cornerstone for the future
    
   

   
    
     1344
    
    
     Charles IV
    
    
     invited the experienced builder
    
    
     Matthias of Arras
    
    
     from France to Prague to lead the construction.
    
   

   
    
     1356
    
    
     23 - year old but very
    
    
    
    
     Petr Parler
    
    
    
    
     from Swabia takes over the construction.
    
   

   
    
     1373
    
    
     The completion and decoration of the St Wenceslas Chapel and transferring the graves of Czech rulers to the cathedral.
    
   

   
    
     1385
    
    
     The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
    
   

   
    
     1490-1493
    
    
    
    
     The royal oratory
    
    
     for the Bohemian and Hungarian king
    
    
     Vladislav II of Jagiellonia
    
    
     was built.
    
   

   
    
     1509
    
    
     The northern tower foundation was laid.
    
   

   
    
    
    
     1541
    
    
     A fire in the Prague Castle destroyed the western part of the cathedral and the unfinished northern tower.
    
   

   
    
     1561-1563
    
    
     Boniface Wohlmut
    
    
     completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
    
   

   
    
     1770
    
    
     The baroque tower helmet was upgraded with a new truss and roof covered with copper sheet metal and topped with a weather vane in the shape of the Bohemian lion.
    
   

   
    
     1873-1929
    
    
     Under the guidance of builders
    
    
     Josef Mocker
    
    
     and
    
    
     Kamil Hilbert
    
    
     , the western part of the cathedral with a pair of towers and the main entrance was
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    Building development from the Rotunda to the Cathedral.
   

   
    
     The position of the tomb of
    
    
     St Wenceslas
    
    
     (marked with a
    
    
     red cross
    
    
     ) remained untouched during all the
    
   

   
   

   
   

   
    
    
     1 
     
    
    
    
    
     
      Glass Painting of Alphonse Mucha
     
    
    
    
   

   
    ￼ 
    
     [image: SvatyVit_1.jpeg]
    
   

   
    Central Nave of the Cathedral.
   

   
    
     When you enter the central nave of the cathedral, the second chapel on the left (north) side is the New Archiepiscopal chapel. It is admired especially for
    
    
     Alphonse Mucha's
    
    
     stained glass painting window. In addition to its artistic value, the crypt of the chapel serves as the final resting place for Prague archbishops. This tradition started in 1909 and continues to this day. The archiepiscopacy of Prague was established by Charles IV in 1344, and the construction of the cathedral was closely linked to this change. The first Prague archbishop,
    
    
     Arnošt of Pardubice
    
    
     (1297-1364), was a close friend and advisor of the king. He was also a great chancellor of Charles University, which was founded on 7 April 1348.
    
   

   
    ￼ 
    
     [image: SvatyVit_92.jpg]
    
   

   
    Alphonse Mucha's stained glass painting window.
   

   
    
     One of its most striking features is the stained glass painting created by
    
    
    
    
     Alphonse Mucha
    
    
     in 1931. Mucha was a renowned artist and one of the leading representatives of Art Nouveau at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The glass painting tells a story and adds to the beauty of the chapel.
    
   

   
   

   
    ￼ 
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    Depiction of St Wenceslas and St Ludmila
   

   
    
     Saint Ludmila
    
    
     and her grandson, young
    
    
     Wenceslas
    
    
     , who would later become the patron saint of Bohemia, are figures of great significance in Czech
    
   

   
    Ludmila played an important role in the spread of Christianity in the Czech lands. In the year 882, she and her husband, the first documented Přemyslid king Bořivoj, were baptized by St Methodius, who had introduced Christianity to the Slavic countries.
   

   
    Tragically, Ludmila met an untimely end when her daughter-in-law, Drahomíra, had her strangled. The reasons behind this act are numerous, including jealousy caused by Ludmila's popularity and power struggles between supporters of pagan tradition and Christianity. Despite her tragic end, Ludmila is remembered as a significant figure in the history of Christianity in the Czech Republic.
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South-west view of the St Vitus Cathedral

O

Located in the heart of Prague's
Castle District, the Cathedral of St
Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert, also
known as St Vitus Cathedral, is much
more than just a building. It is a symbol
of the rich history of the Czech
Republic, spanning centuries of wars,
peace treaties, and political upheavals.
This majestic Gothic masterpiece has
witnessed the coronation of kings, the
birth of a new era, and the restoration
of a nation's spirit. The intricate
architecture and artistic masterpieces
within its walls are a testament to the
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