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What Makes Our Guides Unique?
￼[image: P7280114.jpeg]
Apostles of the Prague Astronomical Clock waiting for their showtime.
There are guidebooks that are brief, and there are guidebooks that are exhaustive. 
The first kind will tell you the name of an attraction, but without context, this information might not be particularly exciting. 
The second type provides exhaustive details, which you typically have to search for in lengthy passages of text. And when you're actually at the site, you'd rather take in the sights than pore over pages of a guidebook.
So we created a guidebook that solves this dilemma.
We've crafted a guidebook filled not only with facts but also with stories of rulers, saints, builders and artists, as well as descriptions of selected works of art. We've included truly breathtaking photographs that you won't be able to capture yourself. All of this is wrapped in an attractive visual style with a comfortable and user-friendly interface, including a smartphone screen. 
And the cherry on top: we've added an audio commentary for each location, ensuring that your sightseeing experience is both informative and enjoyable.
In the guide Mozart's footsteps, each place is also accompanied by musical compositions.
 
❓Did you know that Prague Castle is also the largest ancient castle in the world and surpasses even the English Windsor as the largest inhabited castle?
￼[image: SvatyVit2-.jpeg]
The true jewel of Prague is St. Vitus Cathedral.
Prague Castle, the most prominent Czech castle, and Charles Bridge, the iconic structure of Prague, hold a special place in the heart of the city and its history. Prague Castle, with its rich heritage dating back to the 9th century, has been a residence for Czech princes, kings, and even the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. It is considered the largest castle complex in Europe and one of the largest in the world. 
 
❓Did you know that Charles Bridge is the largest open-air sculpture gallery in the world?
￼[image: Karluv most depos small.jpg]
With more than 50 sculptures, Charles Bridge is the most beautiful open-air gallery in the world.
On Charles Bridge, you will encounter a unique outdoor gallery featuring over 30 sculptures and 70 figures. Each statue has its own story and significance, from the famous statue of Saint John of Nepomuk to the intriguing Turk sculpture guarding Christian captives. 
These sculptures, often serving as intercessors for specific situations in life, add an extra layer of meaning and fascination to your visit.
❓Did you know that the statue of Saint John of Nepomuk has been replicated over 60,000 times around the world?￼[image: St John of Nepomuk.jpeg]
In all corners of the world you can see a copy of this statue of St. John of Nepomuk from the Charles Bridge.
 
 
❓Did you know where did Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart compose his most famous opera?
￼[image: IMG_6497.jpeg]
The Nostic Theatre has witnessed four premieres of works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
In the guide Mozart and Prague we take you to the places associated with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Prague sojourns. In addition to audio commentaries, this chapter is also accompanied by Mozart's wonderful music. The most famous such place is undoubtedly the Estates Theatre, the site of his glorious premieres. The most successful one here was definitely Mozart's best work, the opera Don Giovanni.
AUDIO  Listen to the audio commentary with musical excerpts about this theatre. The audio commentaries are included with all the titles in the edition GOLD.
 
￼[image: IMG_1143 (1).jpeg]
The interior of the Estates Theatre ( previous NOSTIC Theater ).
The Estates Theatre still has Mozart's works in its repertoire as you can see Miroslav Huptych's temporary curtain for the opera The Magic Flute. Listen to the popular aria Papagena. 
The Magic Flute, Pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-pa-papageno
Almost 200 years later Mozart's famous premieres the interior of this theatre became the setting for the Oscar-winning film Amadeus. Our guides will also take you to other magical film locations of this amazing movie. In the next picture you can see Mozart's "film" house on Hradčany Square. 
￼[image: IMG_6693 (1).jpeg]
Kanovnická 2 street, Wolfgang and Konstance's film house
Our guides contain hundreds of stunning images that you can't take yourself, bringing you closer to the hard-to-reach highlights of the cathedral or Prague Astronomical Clock. You'll be able to appreciate in detail the beauty.
￼[image: SvatyVit_98.jpeg]
Original Gothic part of the St Vitus Cathedral at Prague Castle is just amazing.
Let us guide you through the rich history, art, and legends of Prague, making your walk more enjoyable and meaningful.
￼[image: Bazilika3.jpeg]
The Romanesque chancel of the Basilica St George at Prague Castle.
Our guides has also been designed to be read on a smartphone screen. We've included easy-to-use navigation, many additional links that function as buttons in mobile apps make navigation very simple and each underlined text link leads to a different section of the guide.  
Key features of our guides:
￼[image: screenshoty trojice EN Cat.jpeg]
	 Medallions of rulers, saints, sculptors, builders and artists associated with the featured works

	 Hundreds of amazing photos that also show hidden or inaccessible treasures

	 Audio commentaries for a fully immersive experience (GOLD Edition)

	 Music tracks (Mozart & Prague, Jewels of Prague)

	 Sleek and modern design, optimised for easy access on your smartphone screen

Experience the wonder and beauty of Prague like never before with our immersive smartphone-friendly guide. 
Get ready to embark on an unforgettable journey through time, art, and captivating stories. With our guidebooks in hand, you'll have all the information you need to fully appreciate these extraordinary landmarks and create memories that will last a lifetime.
 
Whether you're a first-time visitor or a seasoned Prague traveler, our guidebook is perfect for you.
 
 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_79.jpeg]
A rare view from the inaccessible gallery (Triforium) of the nave of St.Vitus Cathedral.
 
See also other titles from the Mateo Guides edition, such as those with a comprehensive description of St.Vitus Cathedral, complete list of the Charles Bridge sculptures or a guide to all the places where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart stayed in Prague, composed, gave concerts or just had fun.  
www.MateoGuides.com
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INTRODUCTION
￼[image: PrazskyHrad5.jpeg]
The Prague Castle silhouette is an iconic image, known all over the world, not only thanks to filmmakers.
AUDIO  Welcome to this charming city where history, beauty and charm intertwine to create a truly extraordinary experience. In this guide, we take you on a captivating journey through Prague's most famous sights, including Prague Castle, Charles Bridge and Old Town Square, but also to lesser-known places such as where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart stayed, created or entertained during his Prague sojourns.
￼[image: SvatyVit2-4.jpeg]
The view of the end of St. Vitus Cathedral will never get tired.
The first part of the guide is dedicated to the buildings of Prague Castle. This vast castle complex, towering proudly over the city, is of course the most important Czech castle and has a very rich history. Originally an early medieval fortress, it has evolved over the centuries into a vast complex, the largest in Europe. Having served as the seat of Czech princes, later kings and since 1918 as the seat of the President, Prague Castle occupies an important place in the heart of the city and the Czech Republic. It was also twice the main residence of the Holy Roman Emperor.
￼[image: SvatyVit_103.jpeg]
The woodcarving of the Golgotha on the crossbar in the archivolt of the imperial chapel was donated to the cathedral by Emperor Ferdinand II.
Within the castle complex, we will take you on a tour of the three most significant buildings accessible to the public: St Vitus Cathedral, The Old Royal Palace, and St George's Basilica. These architectural jewels hide centuries of history, serving as the final resting places of Czech rulers and preserving the Czech crown jewels to this day. Let's not forget the popular Golden Lane.
￼[image: Vladislavsky sal I .jpg]
The Old Royal Palace's Vladislav Hall, was once the largest secular vaulted hall in Europe.
On a walk around the Charles Bridge, the largest open-air gallery, we will introduce you to ten of the most amazing sculptures, including their protagonists. You will learn the amazing stories of the saints, the sculptors and their donors.
￼[image: IMG_1571.jpeg]On the Charles Bridge from the Lesser Town to the Old Town of Prague you will meet more than 50 stone figures in 31 sculptures.
Another iconic place is undoubtedly the picturesque Old Town Square. We will introduce you to all the figures of the Prague Astronomical Clock, not only its apostles, or the famous history of the Stone Bell House, including the world's unique reconstruction of this Gothic jewel. The two churches and the beautiful Kinsky Palace will not escape your attention, nor will the story of the restored Marian Column.
￼[image: Staromestké small.jpeg]
The picturesque Old Town Square cannot be mistaken for any other.
In the last chapter of our guide we will take you through the places associated with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Prague sojourns. In addition to the audio commentary, this chapter is also accompanied by Mozart's wonderful music.
￼[image: IMG_6618 (1).jpeg]
The House of the Three Golden Lions, where Mozart completed his most famous opera.
AUDIO  One of the places we will introduce you to is the House of the Three Golden Lions is where Mozart finished his most famous opera, Don Giovanni. This house stands here unchanged and you can hear the full story in the following musical commentary.
In this chapter you will also find the locations where Miloš Forman's famous Oscar-winning film Amadeus was filmed.
￼[image: IMG_6685 (2).jpeg]
The Archbishop's Palace on Hradčany Square played the role of the Imperial Palace of Joseph II in the film Amadeus.
Immerse yourself in the grandeur and history of Prague as we explore its significant landmarks and delve into the narratives they hold. Let this next-gen guide be your companion in uncovering the hidden gems, rich culture, and captivating stories that make Prague a truly unforgettable destination. Get ready to embark on an extraordinary journey through the vibrant tapestry of this extraordinary city.
 
 


  
   
    
    
     Prague Castle
    
   

   
     
   

   
    
     Introduction to Prague Castle
    
   

   
    
     Timeline of Prague Castle
    
   

   
    
     TOP 10 of Prague Castle
    
   

   
    
     St Vitus Cathedral
    
   

   
    
     PLAN of Cathedrall
    
   

   
    
     Old Royal Palace
    
   

   
    
     PLAN of Old Royal Palace
    
   

   
     
   

  

 Introduction to Prague Castle
￼[image: Brana2.jpeg]
In addition to the soldiers of the castle guard, the entrance to the Prague Castle is guarded by statues of giants.
AUDIO  Welcome to the grounds of the most prestigious Bohemian castle, which has served as home to Bohemian princes since the ninth century, then kings and twice became the main residence of the Holy Roman Emperor. As you probably know, today it is the seat of the President of the Czech Republic.
Prague Castle, standing on the legendary Mount Gigi (Žiži), a rocky promontory towering over the Vltava River, has a very rich history. Originally an early medieval fortress, it has evolved over the centuries into a vast complex of buildings that has been modified during almost every epoch.
Our guide will introduce you to three architectural gems open to the public: St Vitus Cathedral, The Old Royal Palace, and St George's Basilica. Finally, we will take you to the most popular place for visitors to the Prague Castle area, the picturesque Golden Lane.
￼[image: Prague Castel objects.jpeg]
The castle complex, originally a medieval fortress, has undergone numerous modifications, including many extensions, which have made it one of the largest castle complexes in the world, covering around seven hectares, more than six Old Town squares, to give you an idea. But its shape is not square, it is only about 128 metres wide and 570 metres long. According to the Guinness Book of Records, it is the largest inhabited castle complex in the world, eclipsing even England's famous Windsor.
￼[image: south view.jpeg]
South view of the Cathedral.
Prague Castle is not only a dominant feature of Prague, but also a symbol of Czech statehood. At its heart is St. Vitus Cathedral, the traditional coronation and final resting place of Czech kings. In addition to many Czech rulers, including four Holy Roman Emperors, Prague bishops and archbishops, clergy, nobles and other persons associated with the Prague court, some saints are buried here. Among them are Czech patrons of the country such as St Wenceslas, St Vitus, St Adalbert, St Zikmund, or St John of Nepomuk) rest here, and the Czech coronation jewels are kept in this sacred place.
￼[image: Vladislavsky sal I .jpg]Vladislav Hall - view from the entrance.
The pride of the Old Royal Palace is undoubtedly the Vladislav Hall, which you probably know from the media, but which will nevertheless impress you not only with its size. In its time, this hall was one of the largest secular spaces in Europe.
 
￼[image: Bazilika13.jpeg]
The nave of the Romanesque Basilica of St George.
	In the Basilica of St. George we can find the grave of another patron saint of the Czech country St. Ludmila, but also the graves of several of our Přemyslid princes. The Basilica is also worth a visit thanks to its beautiful Romanesque interior, which was restored at the turn of the 19th century.
￼[image: ZlataUlicka-29.jpeg]
The popular Golden Lane playing with pastel colours probably needs no special introduction. It also has a calming effect due to its scale. You may not have known that it never looked this picturesque until Jiří Trnka, the author of dozens of animated films and especially fairy tales, designed its facade. It is definitely worth a visit, you will learn, for example, in which of the houses Franz Kafka, Nobel Prize winner for literature Jaroslav Seifert or famous writer Gustav Meyrink lived.
 
Immerse yourself in the grandeur and history of Prague Castle as we explore its significant buildings and delve into the narratives they hold.
 
 

Timeline of Prague Castle
around 880 Founding of Prague Castle
before 884 Founding of the first church - Our Lady's Church by Prince Bořivoj I.
920 Founding of the Church of St George by Prince Vratislav I.
925 Foundation of the Rotunda of St Vitus by Prince Wenceslas
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II ordered the construction of the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1303 The royal palace fire.
1333-1382 The reconstruction of the royal palace was started by Margrave Charles IV.
1344 The foundation stone was laid for the Gothic cathedral. The future Emperor Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Hungary was built.
1502 Completion of the construction of the grandiose Vladislav Hall by architect Benedikt Ried.
1541 A huge fire damaged all buildings of Prague Castle. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1583  Emperor Rudolf II chooses Prague Castle as his official residence. 
1597-1606  During his reign, the castle was significantly expanded with additional wings, including the largest hall known today as the Spanish Hall.
1648 Occupation of the Castle by the Swedish army, looting of the art collections, the Rudolf's Kunstkammer
1753-75 During the reign of Empress Maria Theresa, extensive repairs and additions were made. The Theresian wing was built and the facades were unified in the with a classicist style by the architect Nicolo Pacassi.
1873 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert the completion of the cathedral began.
1918 Prague Castle becomes the seat of the President of the Czechoslovak Republic.
1920 Beginning of the renovation of the Castle by the Slovenian architect Josip Plečnik.
1930 Architect Otto Rothmayer continues to reconstruct and modify the Castle.
1929 Completion of the cathedral, including the west front with towers.
1949 - until today Gradual reconstruction of all buildings of Prague Castle. 
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 St Vitus Cathedral
PLAN of Cathedrall
Remarkable Artworks
Introduction to Cathedral
Timeline
1. Glass Painting of Alphonse Mucha
2. Cathedral Chancel
2.1. Sculpture Gallery
2.2. Choir Chapels Area
2.3. Triforium
2.4. Stained Glass Pictures
2.5. Tombstones in the choir
3. Royal Mausoleum
4. St Sigismund Chapel
5. Virgin Mary Chapel
6. Saxon Chapel
7. Tombstone of St John of Nepomuk
7.1. St John of Nepomuk
8. Royal Oratory
9. Royal Crypt
9.1. Sepulchre of Bohemian Kings
10. St Wenceslas' Chapel
10.1. Life of St Wenceslas
10.2. Interior of The Chapel
11. Golden Gate
11.1. Judgement Day Mosaic
 
our TIP: amazing views from the South Tower
We have selected the most interesting places for you if you are interested in a more detailed description of the cathedral check out our guide Exploring St. Vitus Cathedral.
 
 
 

PLAN of Cathedrall￼[image: Plan of Cathedral TOP 10.jpg]
Remarkable Artworks
 
Gothic
Golden Gate Mosaic (11)
Tombstones of Czech Kings (6)
St Wenceslas chapel (10)
Royal Oratory (8)
Renaissance
Royal Mausoleum (3)
Baroque
Tombstone of st John of Nepomuk (7)
Sculpture gallery in the Cathedral Crossing (2)
Tombstone of st Sigismund (4)
19th and 20th century
Alphonse Mucha's glass painting window (1)
Tombstone of Karel IV (9)
Introduction to Cathedral
￼[image: SvatyVit2-5.jpeg]
South-west view of the St Vitus Cathedral.
AUDIO  Located in the heart of Prague's Castle District, the Cathedral of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert, also known as St Vitus Cathedral, is much more than just a building. It is a symbol of the rich history of the Czech Republic, spanning centuries of wars, peace treaties, and political upheavals. This majestic Gothic masterpiece has witnessed the coronation of kings, the birth of a new era, and the restoration of a nation's spirit. The intricate architecture and artistic masterpieces within its walls are a testament to the human creativity and devotion that have flourished throughout the ages.
￼[image: SvatyVit_7 puvodni 2.jpeg]
View of the Gothic Part of the Cathedral from the Left Church Nave
The history of St Vitus Cathedral is as rich and complex as the history of the Czech Republic itself. The cathedral's origins date back to the 10th century when Wenceslaus I, the Duke of Bohemia, founded a Romanesque rotunda on the site. The rotunda was replaced by a larger basilica in the 11th century, which was then replaced by the current Gothic structure in the 14th century. 
Throughout the centuries, the cathedral underwent several reconstructions that saw the involvement of numerous architects, artists, and rulers. Emperor Charles IV, who is widely regarded as the cathedral's greatest patron, commissioned the construction of the New Archiepiscopal Palace and the Wenceslaus Chapel, which became the final resting place of the country's patron saint. The cathedral's history is also intertwined with the reign of Emperor Rudolf II, who contributed significantly to the cathedral's artistic adornments.
￼[image: SvatyVit_88.jpg]
Central nave from Triforium.
Today, St Vitus Cathedral is a popular tourist destination in Prague, attracting visitors from all over the world. This guidebook offers a comprehensive look into the cathedral's history, its architectural features, and the people who shaped it. It's the perfect companion for anyone wishing to explore the cathedral's hidden treasures and delve deeper into the fascinating history of the Czech Republic. Come along on a journey to discover the secrets of this magnificent landmark.
 
⚠️ In this guide you will find a selection of the publication "Saint Vitus Cathedral: Saints, Rulers, Arts and Treasures."
Timeline
929 Prince Wenceslas I, the Duke of Bohemia, built the Rotunda of St Vitus
1060-1096 Prince Spytihnev II built the Basilica of St Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert.
1344 King John of Luxembourg, along with his son, the future Emperor Charles IV, and Archbishop Arnošt of Pardubice, lay the cornerstone for the future cathedral.
1344 Charles IV invited the experienced builder Matthias of Arras from France to Prague to lead the construction.
1356 23 - year old but very talented Petr Parler from Swabia takes over the construction.
1373 The completion and decoration of the St Wenceslas Chapel and transferring the graves of Czech rulers to the cathedral.
1385 The presbytery was completed and vaulted.
1490-1493  The royal oratory for the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Jagiellonia was built.
1509 The northern tower foundation was laid.
 1541 A fire in the Prague Castle destroyed the western part of the cathedral and the unfinished northern tower. 
1561-1563 Boniface Wohlmut completed the main tower with the top floor and a roof in the shape of a helmet covered with copper sheet metal.
1770 The baroque tower helmet was upgraded with a new truss and roof covered with copper sheet metal and topped with a weather vane in the shape of the Bohemian lion.
1873-1929 Under the guidance of builders Josef Mocker and Kamil Hilbert, the western part of the cathedral with a pair of towers and the main entrance was completed.
￼[image: Arch Timeline.jpg]
Building development from the Rotunda to the Cathedral.
The position of the tomb of St Wenceslas (marked with a red cross) remained untouched during all the reconstructions.
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    Central Nave of the Cathedral.
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     When you enter the central nave of the cathedral, the second chapel on the left (north) side is the New Archiepiscopal chapel. It is admired especially for
    
    
     Alphonse Mucha's
    
    
     stained glass painting window. In addition to its artistic value, the crypt of the chapel serves as the final resting place for Prague archbishops. This tradition started in 1909 and continues to this day. The archiepiscopacy of Prague was established by Charles IV in 1344, and the construction of the cathedral was closely linked to this change. The first Prague archbishop,
    
    
     Arnošt of Pardubice
    
    
     (1297-1364), was a close friend and advisor of the king. He was also a great chancellor of Charles University, which was founded on 7 April 1348.
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     [image: SvatyVit_92.jpg]
    
   

   
    Alphonse Mucha's stained glass painting window.
   

   
    
     One of its most striking features is the stained glass painting created by
    
    
    
    
     Alphonse Mucha
    
    
     in 1931. Mucha was a renowned artist and one of the leading representatives of Art Nouveau at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The glass painting tells a story and adds to the beauty of the chapel.
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     [image: SvatyVit_51.jpeg]
    
   

   
    Depiction of St Wenceslas and St Ludmila
   

   
    
     Saint Ludmila
    
    
     and her grandson, young
    
    
     Wenceslas
    
    
     , who would later become the patron saint of Bohemia, are figures of great significance in Czech history.
    
   

   
    Ludmila played an important role in the spread of Christianity in the Czech lands. In the year 882, she and her husband, the first documented Přemyslid king Bořivoj, were baptized by St Methodius, who had introduced Christianity to the Slavic countries.
   

   
    Tragically, Ludmila met an untimely end when her daughter-in-law, Drahomíra, had her strangled. The reasons behind this act are numerous, including jealousy caused by Ludmila's popularity and power struggles between supporters of pagan tradition and Christianity. Despite her tragic end, Ludmila is remembered as a significant figure in the history of Christianity in the Czech Republic.
   

   
    
     see more about
    
    
     St Ludmila
    
    
     in the
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     [image: SvatyVit_50.jpeg]
    
   

   
    Depiction of St Cyril and St Methodius in the Glass Painting
   

   
    
     In the 9th century, the Byzantine brothers
    
    
     St Cyril
    
    
     and
    
    
     St Methodius
    
    
     journeyed from Thessaloniki to Great Moravia with the aim of evangelizing the local Slavic population in their own language. Their mission was revolutionary, as up until then, Latin had been the exclusive language of the Church. The brothers are also credited with creating the Glagolitic script, which was used to write Old Church Slavonic, the liturgical language of the Slavs. Through their tireless work, the two saints became known as the "Apostles to the Slavs." One of the most significant moments in their ministry was the baptism of a pagan convert, which symbolized the spread of Christianity among the Slavs.
    
   

   
    
     see more about
    
    
     St Cyril and Metodius
    
    
     in the
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     [image: SvatyVit_52.jpeg]
    
    
     Depiction of the Daughter of A. Mucha in the Glass Painting
    
   

   
    
     In the painting depicting the celebration of the Slavic nation, one of the girls depicted was a source of inspiration for the artist, who happened to be the painter's own daughter. The artwork in question is likely to be "The Slav Epic," a series of twenty monumental canvases painted by
    
    
     Alphonse Mucha
    
    
     between 1910 and 1928, which depict the history and mythology of the Slavic people.
    
   

   
    Perhaps just for the sake of interest, we should add that the stained glass windows and other modern decoration of the cathedral were often sponsored by private companies and financial institutions. And that is why you will find the names of these donors, today we would say sponsors, on the stained glass windows in the neo-Gothic part of the cathedral.
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    Gothic Cathedral Chancel.
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     The chancel (presbytery) of the St Vitus Cathedral is one of the most remarkable places in the original Gothic part of the church. This view has been open to believers since the time of Charles IV. The cathedral was constructed by
    
    
     Matthias of Arras
    
    
     and completed by
    
    
     Petr Parler
    
    
     of Gmünd, following the model of French cathedrals such as Carcassone, Rodes, Narbonne, and Toulouse. Parler honed his building skills while working in Germany.
    
   

   
    Originally, the triumphal arch was filled with a provisional wall, separating the completed Gothic part of the cathedral from the construction site. This wall was finally removed between the years 1923-1924.
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     [image: SvatyVit_29.jpg]
    
   

   
    
     In the choir area, you'll be greeted by the stunning neo-Gothic high altar. Made of white sandstone and designed by
    
    
     Josef Kranner
    
    
     with modifications by Josef Mocker, this altar was constructed in 1868-1873 and features an impressive staircase.
    
   

   
     
   

   
    2.1. 
    
     Sculpture Gallery
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     [image: SvatyVit_4.jpeg]
    
   

   
    Looking towards the west entrance, the marked centre of the cathedral in the pavement can be seen on the ground.
   

   
    
     At the intersection of the main church nave and the chancel, as well as where the northern and southern crosswise naves meet, stand eight Baroque wooden statues of
    
    
     patrons of the Czech lands
    
    
     , adorned in gold plating, that originally stood on the pillars of the high choir.
    
   

   
    
     Designed by František Preiss and made by T. Becker in 1696, the statues depict
    
    
    
    
     St Vitus, St John of Nepomuk, St Sigismund, St Adalbert, St Ludmila, St Wenceslas, St Prokop
    
    
     and
    
    
     St Norbert.
    
    
    
   

   
    
     see more about depicted saints in
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    Baroque Statue of St Vitus.
   

   
    
     According to historical records, the remains of
    
    
     St Vitus
    
    
     , whose connection to the consecration of the cathedral is of great importance, were given to the Czech prince
    
    
     Wenceslas
    
    
     as a gift by
    
    
     Emperor Henry the Fowler
    
    
     of the Saxon dynasty. St Vitus is believed to have lived in Sicily in the 3rd century and was subjected to severe torture for his faith, including being boiled in hot oil and liquid lead. Miraculously, he survived the torture and was only put to death by an executioner. A rooster standing by his feet is often depicted as an attribute of the saint, commemorating his beheading at the beginning of a new day.
    
   

   
    
     see more about
    
    
     St Vitus
    
    
     in the
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    Imaginary Centre of the Cathedral
   

   
    
     The Royal Mausoleum - burial ground, described in the next section, is located near the centre of the imaginary cross formed by the cathedral's four main points. This strategic placement situates it between the graves of some of the most significant saints in Czech history, including
    
    
    
    
     St Adalbert
    
    
     in the western main nave,
    
    
     St Sigismund
    
    
     in the northern chapel,
    
    
     St Wenceslas
    
    
     in the southern chapel, and
    
    
     St Vitus
    
    
     located behind the cathedral's high altar.
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    The marked centre of the cathedral in the pavement can be seen on the ground.
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      Choir Chapels Area
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    View of the Gothic Part of the Cathedral from the Left Church Nave
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     Petr Parler
    
    
     was a master architect who incorporated innovative design elements into his Gothic structures, such as the use of perspective to create the illusion of space. He widened the arches towards the west in the Prague Cathedral presbytery, or choir, to visually lengthen the space.
    
   

   
    
     In contrast to Parler's wider and more robust arches, his predecessor
    
    
     Matthias of Arras
    
    
     favoured narrow, pointed arches similar to lance tips, in the French style. Arras also preferred minimalist décor in his polygonal chapels. Together, their styles produced a stunning and harmonious Gothic masterpiece.
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    Gallery on Ground Floor of Cathedral Close with a Circle of Chapels
   

   
    
     As you make your way through the St Vitus Cathedral, be sure not to miss the awe-inspiring chapels that form a wreath behind the altar. These chapels, the work of the first cathedral builder,
    
    
     Matthias of Arras
    
    
     , are a testament to the incredible Gothic architecture of the time.
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    1. St Sigismund Chapel
   

   
    2. Old Sacristy
   

   
    3. St Anne Chapel
   

   
    4. Old Archbishops Chapel
   

   
    5. St John the Baptist Chapel
   

   
    6. Virgin Mary Chapel
   

   
    7. Saxon Chapel
   

   
    8. St John of Nepomuk Chapel
   

   
    9. Waldstein Chapel
   

   
    10. Royal Oratory
   

   
    11. Holy Cross Chapel
   

   
    12. Martinic Chapel
   

   
    13. St Wenceslas' Chapel
   

   
     
   

   
     
   

   
     
   

   
    2.3. 
    
     Triforium
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    The Interior (bottom) Triforium.
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     Above the heads of visitors to Prague Cathedral lies a remarkable architectural feature that sets it apart in the annals of world architecture - the interior triforium. The bottom triforium is adorned with
    
    
     21 busts
    
    
     of individuals who played a vital role in the cathedral's construction. Among them are kings, archbishops, royal family members, builders, site managers, chroniclers, canons, and even animals, such as a dog and a cat. This arrangement is exceptional in the hierarchical medieval world.
    
   

   
    
     The triforium was designed as a corridor above the arcade arches, below the upper windows of the high choir. Similar corridors are present in French cathedrals, but
    
    
     Petr Parler
    
    
     , the chief architect of Prague Cathedral, constructed this one as a narrow corridor in the most vulnerable section of the building, directly beneath the windows. The Prague Cathedral triforium is divided into vaulted fields, each adorned with a relief bust of one of the aforementioned individuals. This magnificent and unobtrusive memorial is unique in Gothic art, and it ensured that the builders of the cathedral would be remembered for all time.
    
   

   
    Outside the cathedral, behind the windows and up high, is the upper or exterior triforium. This area is decorated with relief busts similar to those in the interior triforium, but it is reserved for celestial rulers - Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary, along with terrestrial saints.
   

   
    The Triforium is closed to the public for security and logistical reasons, but photos and descriptions of selected busts can be found in our guide below.
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    Bust of King and Emperor Charles IV
   

   
    
     Bust of
    
    
     Emperor Charles IV
    
    
     , placed on the triforium in the axis of the cathedral. Widely regarded as the most famous king to sit on the Bohemian throne, Charles IV was the eleventh Bohemian king and the first to be crowned Holy Roman Emperor.
    
   

   
    
     Wenceslaus, which was Charles' original name, was born 1316 to the heiress of the Přemyslid dynasty, Queen
    
    
    
    
     Elisabeth of Bohemia
    
    
     , and the Czech King
    
    
     John of Luxembourg
    
    
     in Prague . Charles IV was a learned and proactive ruler who skilfully wielded his power for the betterment of the country. He is credited with launching the construction of the cathedral, commissioning the
    
    
     Charles Bridge,
    
    
     establishing the first university beyond the Alps in Prague in 1348 - the
    
    
     Charles University,
    
    
     and overseeing the construction of Karlštejn castle and the New Town of Prague.
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    Bust of Matthias of Arras, the first builder of the cathedral.
   

   
    
     Matthias of Arras
    
    
     , a renowned architect from Southern France, was summoned to Prague in the 14th century, by the father Charles IV,
    
    
     John of Luxembourg
    
    
     to oversee the construction of the city's grand cathedral. Upon his arrival in 1344, he began laying the foundations of what would become a masterpiece of Gothic architecture. Matthias established his own construction steelworks at Prague Castle, and it was clear that he was well-versed in the building styles of the cathedrals of both Southern and Northern France, which influenced his approach to the construction of the cathedral in Prague.
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    Bust of Petr Parler, the second and most important builder of the cathedral.
   

   
    
     Petr Parler’s
    
    
     ( Czech: Parléř ) contribution to the Prague Cathedral was second only to that of Matthias of Arras. But it was Parler who left a remarkable legacy with his unique building style and even possibly one of the first self-portraits in art history.
    
   

   
    Parler’s arrived in Prague at a young age of 23, an exception at that time to entrust building a cathedral to such a young builder. His inventiveness and ability to continue the work of his predecessor, Matthias of Arras, may have enchanted Charles IV, the king who commissioned the cathedral.
   

   
    Parler’s came from a family of stone masons in the Schwaben town of Gmünd and was well equipped with the experience of his ancestors. He lived in Prague from 1353 until his death in 1399. His sons continued building the cathedral after his death, spreading his individual building style even further.
   

   
    
     see more about
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    The relief of a dog and a cat in the triforium - the place of honour of the Cathedral.
   

   
    Intriguing and curious, the relief of a dog and a cat in the Prague Cathedral has puzzled art historians for decades. While some interpret it as a representation of the struggle between good and evil, or the eternal conflict between male and female principles, others suggest that it may simply depict two common domestic animals that may have been a constant distraction for the sculptors during their work. Regardless of its meaning, the depiction of these animals on the cathedral wall is a testament to the intricate details and intricacies that abound in the building's architecture.
   

   
    2.4. 
    
     Stained Glass Pictures
    
   

   
    
     ￼
    
    
     [image: SvatyVit_87.jpeg]
    
    
    
   

   
    
     Stained Glass Pictures in Windows of the High Choir in the Gothic Presbytery
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     This is a stained glass window designed by
    
    
     Max Švabinský
    
    
     during World War II. Švabinský was inspired by the work of Alfons Mucha, which we saw at the beginning of our tour of the cathedral in the so-called New Archbishop's Chapel. The stained glass window was designed between 1939 and 1946 and then installed by the Old Prague Glass Company between 1946 and 1948. The work was completed by the master glassmaker Josef Jiřička in 1949.
    
   

   
    
     The stained glass is a classic depiction of
    
    
     the Holy Trinity
    
    
     , saints and donors. In the foreground is the Holy Trinity - God the Father, God the Son and the Holy Spirit. In the left window is the Virgin Mary, Blessed Mlada and St Ludmila , and below kneels the Přemyslid prince Spytihnev II with a model of the basilica. In the right window are the patron saint of the country, St Wenceslas, St Vitus and Emperor Charles IV with a model of the Gothic cathedral. Below them are also other important personalities, such as the first Archbishop of Prague, Arnošt of Pardubice, and all four wives of Emperor Charles IV (
    
    
     Blanche
    
    
     of Valois,
    
    
     Anne of Bavaria,
    
    
     ,
    
    
     Anna von Schweidnitz
    
    
     and Elisabeth of Pomerania)
    
    
     .
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    St Wenceslas and St Vitus.
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    Emperor Charles IV with a model of the cathedral.
   

   
    
     In the stunning stained glass window, you can see the powerful image of
    
    
     Emperor Charles IV
    
    
     kneeling while holding a model of St Vitus' Cathedral in his hands. The cathedral is undoubtedly one of the most prominent constructions during his reign from 1346 to 1378. The sun rises behind him, casting a warm glow over his figure. The window, which is a true masterpiece, is a breathtaking example of the fine artistry and attention to detail that went into the cathedral's design.
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    Holy Trinity, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit
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     Virgin Mary (with St Wenceslas' crown on her head).
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     Přemyslid Prince Spytihnev II with a model of the basilica
    
   

   
    2.5. 
    
     Tombstones in the choir
    
   

   
    
     
     
    
    
     
      To be placed near the choir was one of the most prestigious places in the medieval world of the time, and only the most noble were granted it. Tombstones were thus entrusted to the most renowned artists, leaving us with unique works such as the tombstones of Czech kings at the workshop of
     
     
      Petr Parler
     
     
      .
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     1. Royal Mausoleum
    
   

   
    2. Vratislav of Pernstein
   

   
    3. Bořivoj II, Duke of Bohemia
   

   
    4. Bretislaus II, Duke of Bohemia
   

   
    5. Spytihněv II, Duke of Bohemia, founder of the Basilica
   

   
    6. Bretislaus I, Duke of Bohemia
   

   
    7. Ottokar II of Bohemia, Czech King
   

   
    8. Ottokar I of Bohemia, Czech King
   

   
    9. St John of Nepomuk
   

   
    10. Archbishop Jan Očko of Vlašim
   

   
    11. Mathias of Arras, first builder of the Cathedral
   

   
    12. Petr Parler, the main builder of the Cathedral
   

   
    13. Rudolf I of Bohemia, Czech King
   

   
    14. St Wenceslaus (Wenceslaus I, Duke of Bohemia)
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      Royal Mausoleum
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    The Royal Mausoleum.
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     The Royal Mausoleum, located in the Cathedral of St Vitus in Prague, is an impressive example of high renaissance art. The mausoleum was constructed between 1569 and 1589 and features striking lying figures of the first Habsburg ruler of Bohemia,
    
    
     Emperor Ferdinand I
    
    
     , his wife
    
    
    
    
     Anna Jagellonica
    
    
     ,
    
    
     and their son
    
    
     Emperor Maximilian II
    
    
     . The tomb is also adorned with medallions depicting the other sovereigns buried in the royal tomb located directly beneath the mausoleum, including
    
    
     Emperor
    
    
    
    
     Charles IV
    
    
     and his four wives, his son
    
    
     King
    
    
    
    
     Wenceslas IV
    
    
     , and Czech Kings
    
    
     Ladislav the Posthumous Child
    
    
     and
    
    
     George of Poděbrady.
    
   

   
    
     The mausoleum was sculpted by
    
    
     Alexander Colin of Mecheln
    
    
     , a Dutch sculptor, who designed the tomb with exquisite details and decorations. The head of the tomb faces the high altar, and on top of it stands the figure of Jesus Christ, the blessing Saviour, modeled after the statue in the Roman church Santa Maria sopra Minerva by
    
    
     Michelangelo
    
    
     .
    
    
     The Royal Mausoleum is surrounded by beautifully crafted renaissance bars made by
    
    
     Jiří Schmidthammer,
    
    
     a skilled locksmith from Lesser Town, which have been remarkably preserved over time.
    
   

   
    Colin carved all the marble parts in Innsbruck, Austria, and these multi-ton blocks were then transported by sledge and boat to Prague, where they were assembled.
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     Alexander Colin of Mecheln
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    The figure of Jesus Christ of the Royal Mausoleum. The author was inspired by Michelangelo's work from the Roman church of Santa Maria sopra Minerva.
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    View from the triforium.
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      St Sigismund Chapel
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    The Chapel of St Sigismund.
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     The Czernin Chapel, also known as the Chapel of St Sigismund, is a traditional burial place of the Czernin noble family. The chapel is dedicated to
    
    
     St Sigismund,
    
    
     a Czech patron saint whose remains are placed both in the chapel's wall and its impressive Baroque altar.
    
   

   
    Inside, visitors can see a wall painting of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary from the early 17th century, which is unfortunately in a neglected state, but still worth a look. On the opposite wall, there is another painting that tells the story of St Sigismund himself.
   

   
    
     The chapel's centerpiece is undoubtedly the magnificent Baroque altar, created in the 1730s by architect
    
    
     František Maxmilian Kaňka
    
    
     . In addition to the couple of Baroque tombstones of the Czernin family of Chudenice, there is an attractive tombstone on the northern side of the chapel that commemorates the Prince of Transylvania Sigismund Bathory, who passed away in 1613.
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    Coffin with Part of Remains of St Sigismund.
   

   
    
     The Prague cathedral is home to the remains of
    
    
    
    
     St Sigismund,
    
    
     a patron saint of the Luxembourg family, who was obtained for the cathedral by the Emperor Charles IV. St Sigismund was martyred in the 6th century, along with his entire family, by being thrown into a well. Emperor Charles IV named one of his sons after the saint, which speaks to his significance. In the Czernin Chapel, the remains of St Sigismund are built into the wall and also featured in a Baroque altar.
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    The half Gothic broken window in the chapel of St Sigismund.
   

   
    
     Take a look at the broken half window in the northern wall of the chapel. Although it may appear to be an unfinished feature of the Gothic building, it is actually an intentional and playful design by the builder
    
    
     Petr Parler
    
    
     . The reason for this unusual window shape is due to the nearby spiral staircase, which forced the builder to truncate the window. Despite its unconventional appearance, the broken half window adds a unique character to the chapel's architecture.
    
   

   
     
   

   
     
   

   
     
   

   
     
   

   
     
   

  

 5. Virgin Mary Chapel
￼[image: SvatyVit_16.jpeg]
The Virgin Mary Chapel.
AUDIO   The very first completed chapel of the St Vitus Cathedral is the Virgin Mary Chapel, which holds great historical significance. Beneath it lies the foundation stone of the entire Gothic cathedral. We don't know where it is exactly, but we know when it was laid; on 21 November 1344, the new Archbishop of Prague, Arnošt of Pardubice, together with King John of Luxembourg and his sons Charles and John Henry, descended to the measured foundations of the future choir to lay the foundation stone for the new building in its centre. 
This chapel is also known as the Imperial Chapel, as it was financed by the later Emperor Charles IV and his wives. Its location in the church axis, at the center of the circle of chapels, has earned it a place of dominance within the cathedral.
￼[image: SvatyVit_103.jpeg]
Golgotha on a Beam in the Archivolt of the Broken Arch of the Imperial Chapel.
In 1621, the Prague sculptor D. Altmann received a remarkable commission from Emperor Ferdinand II. The task was to create a wooden, chromium-plated Golgotha - a depiction of Jesus on the cross accompanied by the Virgin Mary and St John the Evangelist - as a private gift to the cathedral. The artwork, which falls under the category of early Baroque style, remains on display and serves as a fascinating reminder of the cathedral's rich history
￼[image: SvatyVit_19.jpeg]
Common Burial Place of Prague Bishops.
Fourteen bishops of Prague are buried beneath the floor of the gallery and in the surrounding areas of the cathedral. These bishops played a significant role in the history of Prague and the Czech Republic, and their final resting place serves as a testament to their contributions. The cathedral's gallery is a place of great historical significance, and the presence of these graves adds to the sense of reverence and respect for the past that is felt within its walls.
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    The Saxon Chapel.
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     The Saxon Chapel, also known as the Chapel of the Holy Relics or Sternberg Chapel, is home to some of the finest Czech Gothic sculptures of the second half of the 14th century. The chapel features stunning wall-mounted tombstones of Czech kings, created by artists from the Parler Workshop in the 1370s from fine white limestone. The statue of King
    
    
    
    
     Ottokar I of Bohemia
    
    
     , is a masterpiece created by
    
    
     Peter Parler
    
    
     himself in 1377. Opposite it is the statue of
    
    
     Ottokar II of Bohemia
    
    
     , the famous Iron and Golden King who fell in the Battle of Marchfield in 1278.
    
   

   
    
     Aside from the Přemyslid kings, the chapel also contains the internal organs of
    
    
     Emperor Rudolf II
    
    
     , removed from his body during embalming.
    
   

   
    
     The west wall of the chapel features a unique wall painting dating back to the time of
    
    
     Charles IV,
    
    
     depicting the Adoration of the Three Kings. A large stone coat of arms of Saxony, set high in the chapel's wall, is one of the oldest surviving examples of sculptural decoration from the cathedral's early construction (
    
    
     Matthias of Arras
    
    
     ' workshop).
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    Tombstone of Czech King Ottokar I of Bohemia.
   

   
    
     Ottokar I of Bohemia
    
    
     , one of Bohemia's most significant historical figures, is known for his acquisition of the
    
    
     Sicilian Gold Bull in 1212
    
    
     . This collection of legal documents, issued by
    
    
     Emperor Friedrich II
    
    
     in
    
    
    
    
     Basel
    
    
     ,
    
    
     ensured the hereditary title for Bohemian kings and their offspring. It was a pivotal moment in the country's history.
    
   

   
    It's worth noting that Ottokar I of Bohemia was buried in a long gown, while his successor, Ottokar II of BohemiaI, was laid to rest in armour.
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    Tombstone of Czech King Ottokar II of Bohemia.
   

   
    
     Ottokar II of Bohemia
    
    
     , a legendary figure in the history of Bohemia, is known as
    
    
     the
    
    
    
    
     Iron and Gold King
    
    
     for his remarkable achievement of building a vast
    
    
     Central European empire
    
    
     that stretched from the Adriatic to the Baltic Sea. His empire was of equal importance to those of England and France. However, despite his great power, he met his tragic end on the battlefield, surrounded by only a few loyal warriors, bravely facing the enemy's betrayal and outnumbered army. In the Battle on the Moravian Field on August 26, 1278, he received a fatal blow to the skull with a sword. The victory went to
    
    
     Rudolf of Habsburg
    
    
     , the new Roman King, while Ottokar II of Bohemia's legacy lived on.
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    Canon Ball of 1757.
   

   
    During the Prussian siege of Prague in 1757, over 200 cannon balls rained down on St Vitus' Cathedral, causing significant damage throughout the structure. Among the damaged artifacts was a single cannon ball, now on display, that serves as a reminder of the destruction wrought upon the cathedral during the battle.
   

   
    
     The attack was part of the larger struggle for power following the death of
    
    
     Emperor Charles VI
    
    
     , Maria Theresa's father, from which
    
    
     Maria Theresa
    
    
     eventually emerging victorious and claiming the title of
    
    
     Bohemian Queen
    
    
     . Despite the damage inflicted upon the cathedral, Maria Theresa made it a priority to repair the historic landmark in the years following the siege, ensuring that it would continue to stand as a testament to the resilience of the Czech people.
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      Tombstone of St John of Nepomuk
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    The tombstone of St John of Nepomuk
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     The tombstone of
    
    
     St John of Nepomuk
    
    
     , a popular Bohemian saint known worldwide, has an interesting secret that few people know about. Underneath the tombstone lies a replica of the saint's skeleton, installed in the Baroque period. Art historians refer to such replicas as "mannequins."
    
   

   
    But that's not all that makes this tombstone unique. It also has two altars on either side, allowing for the celebration of two holy services simultaneously.
   

   
    
     The tombstone itself is a combination of two styles: high and late Baroque. Viennese architects
    
    
     Joseph Emanuel
    
    
     and
    
    
     Johann Bernard Fischer of Erlach
    
    
     designed it, and it was built in stages from 1736 to 1771. In 1771, Prague goldsmith Ignatius Novák created four flying angels to hold a canopy over the tombstone, with the fabric for the canopy personally donated by Empress Maria Theresa.
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    7.1. 
    
     St John of Nepomuk
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    Detail: The tombstone of St John of Nepomuk
   

   
     
   

   
    
     St John of Nepomuk
    
    
     (Czech: Jan Nepomucký) is an exceptional figure even among saints. It can be said that despite his immense popularity, where he is still the subject of popular devotion as a favourite intercessor, he himself, according to the very questionable information we have about his ministry, probably did not lead a life of asceticism like other saints and thus became a martyr against his will. He was just in the wrong place at the wrong time.
    
   

   
    
     John of Nepomuk was a General Vicar of the Prague Archiepiscopacy until his untimely death in 1393. According to legend, he refused to disclose the secrets of
    
    
     Queen Johanna of Bavaria's
    
    
     confession to her husband,
    
    
     King Wenceslas IV
    
    
     , and was consequently tortured and thrown into the Vltava River from Charles Bridge.
    
   

   
    In 1729, John of Nepomuk was made a saint, with one of the proven miracles attributed to him being the discovery of his undecayed tongue in his skull, which was later discovered to be a remainder of his brain tissue. He is often depicted as a canon with a five-star aura that symbolizes the place where his body was found, lit up by stars after his death.
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    The tongue of St John of Nepomuk.
   

   
    
     Scientific research has recently confirmed that the reliquary of
    
    
     St John of Nepomuk
    
    
     , long believed to contain his tongue, actually holds a fragment of his brain tissue. The relic, which symbolizes the saint's unwavering commitment to keeping the secrecy of confession, is kept in the new church treasury on the north side of the cathedral in a neo-Gothic building. For decades, visitors believed they were looking at the saint's tongue, but new information has corrected this misconception.
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      Royal Oratory
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     [image: SvatyVit_26.jpeg]
    
   

   
    The Royal Oratory.
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     The Royal Oratory, also known as the king's balcony during holy masses, was commissioned by Czech and Hungarian
    
    
     King Vladislaus II of Hungary
    
    
     (Vladislav of Jagiellon) in the late Gothic style between 1490 and 1493. One of the distinguishing features of the oratory is its exquisitely crafted naturalistic railing. Intricately woven branches, knots, bird nests, and ropes make up the design.
    
   

   
    
     The design for the oratory was created by
    
    
     Benedikt Ried
    
    
     and the realisation was carried out by Hans Spiess from Frankfurt.
    
   

   
    Interestingly, the railing is split in half, with one side made of wood and the other of stone. Can you guess which is the original material? The left side, made of wood, dates back to the oratory's construction, while the stone portion on the right was added in 1878. Despite the addition, the railing remains an impressive example of fine craftsmanship in Gothic architecture.
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     Benedikt Ried
    
    
     in
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    Coats of arms of the countries under the rule of Czech and Hungarian King Vladislav of Jagiellon.
   

   
    
     On the balcony you can recognize the individual coats of arms of the countries that were under the rule of
    
    
     King Vladislaus II of Hungary
    
    
     . From the left: Dalmatia, Upper Lusatia, Bosnia, Poland, Hungary and Bohemia on the alcove and Moravia, Luxembourg, Silesia and Lusatia on the right.
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    Detail: A suspended apex ended with the initial of King Vladislav of Jagiellon (W).
   

   
    
     The late Gothic style royal oratory, commissioned by
    
    
     King Vladislaus II of Hungary
    
    
     between 1490 and 1493, boasts a suspended apex vault supported by an interior iron rod. What's more, the rod is embellished with an image of the royal crown, featuring the Bohemian lion, the St Wenceslas eagle, and the initial "W" of the king (Wladislas). This impressive detail adds to the oratory's regal atmosphere and showcases the pride of the Bohemian monarchy. The inspiration for this suspended apex was undoubtedly apexes of the builder Petr Parler in the Old Vestry.
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     Royal Crypt
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    The Holy Cross Chapel - entrance to the Royal Crypt.
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     The entrance to the royal crypt can be found in the Holy Cross Chapel. The chapel also dedicated to St Sylvester, it was built by a team of two famous builders,
    
    
     Matthias of Arras
    
    
     and
    
    
     Petr Parler
    
    
     , and it is distinguished by its polygonal eastern and rectangular western parts. The chapel's floor features a marble plate that marks the grave of Bohemian King
    
    
     Rudolf I of Habsburg
    
    
     , who reigned from 1306 to 1307 and was known as the Gruel King due to his frugal lifestyle and monastic diet.
    
   

   
    
     Interestingly, a staircase from the chapel was added in 1929, providing access to the cathedral's underground area where visitors can see the remnants of the former basilica and
    
    
     the royal sepulcher
    
    
     .
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    Royal Crypt - room 1
   

   
    As visitors make their way to the royal crypt of St Vitus Cathedral, they will notice remnants of the former basilica, specifically a part of its eastern crypt. Here, two distinct masonry styles can be observed, with regular Romanesque plaener squares contrasting with the mighty blocks and abundance of mortar typical of Parler's building style.
   

   
    Interestingly, the only section of the cathedral that partially replicates the ground plan of the former basilica is St Wenceslas Chapel, which was constructed on the site of the southern apse of the basilica. The chapel's location was chosen to honor the burial place of the saint prince.
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    The foundation walls of the chapels and the bundle pillars of the gallery of the cathedral close by Petr Parler.
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    Romanesque plaener squares of the Spytihněv Basilica of the 12th century.
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     Sepulchre of Bohemian Kings
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     For centuries, the burial site for Bohemian kings has been a place of great significance. However, before the last major reconstruction, the area was a simple Renaissance cellar that had been extensively damaged due to numerous research attempts during the 19th century. It was not until the years 1928-35, when the renowned Czech architect
    
    
     Kamil Roškot
    
    
     undertook the project, that the space was transformed into its current appearance.
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    Tombstone of Emperor Charles IV.
   

   
    
     The tombstone of
    
    
     Emperor Charles IV
    
    
     caused quite a stir when it was first unveiled. The tomb, which stands in the center of the cathedral, was considered to be very modern and even futuristic for its time. Interestingly, the floor under the tombstone is in the style of rondeau-cubism, adding to the overall modern feel of the design. Despite this, Charles IV was initially buried in a simple coffin meant for an ordinary monk, as per his own request.
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    Tombstone of Emperor Rudolf II.
   

   
    
     The ornate decoration of the tin coffin located at the rear of the St Vitus Cathedral catches the eye of visitors. This coffin is the final resting place of
    
    
     Emperor Rudolf II,
    
    
     a Habsburg sovereign who had a great passion for science and the arts. During his reign, Rudolf II welcomed numerous artists, alchemists, and astronomers to his court at Prague Castle, which was then the center of European cultural and scientific life. The lavish decoration on the coffin reflects the king's appreciation for the beauty and creativity of the world around him.
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 10. St Wenceslas' Chapel
￼[image: SvatyVit_41.jpeg]
St Wenceslas' Chapel.
AUDIO   St Wenceslas' Chapel in the Prague Cathedral is a must-visit for every Czech, it's the central spiritual point of the whole temple. This chapel is the traditional burial place of the remains of the Czech nation's patron and protector, St Wenceslas. His tomb was so revered that it was never moved during the conversions from rotunda to basilica and from basilica to cathedral. So it is still in the same place as his brother Prince Boleslav, who supposedly killed him in 935, deposited it shortly after his death. Along with the grave of the prince saint, who founded St Vitus' rotunda, is a door leading to the Crown Chamber, where the Czech coronation jewels, symbols of the Czech state, are kept.
St Wenceslas' remains are kept in a tombstone that is connected with the altar menza. The skull, which is the most precious relic of the saint, is a part of the church's treasure. During the St Wenceslas' festival and the National Pilgrimage in Stará Boleslav, where the prince was assassinated, the skull is displayed. During Charles IV's time, the royal crown was placed on the skull of St Wenceslas.
10.1. Life of St Wenceslas
￼[image: St Wenceslas statue.jpeg]
Gothic statue of St Wenceslas in St Wenceslas Chapel.
The story of St Wenceslas is intertwined with the history of the Czech nation, spanning over a millennium. He was a figurehead in times of war and a protector in times of peace, serving as a beacon of hope for the people.
Wenceslas was the son of Prince Vratislaus I, Duke of Bohemia, who was the younger son of Princess Ludmilla (later canonized) and Prince Bořivoj, the oldest documented Přemyslid ruler. His mother Drahomíra came from the family of the Hevellian, who belonged to the Polabian Slavs. Prince Vratislav died in 921, when the 14-year-old Wenceslas could not yet take the throne, and his mother Drahomíra became regent. 
Grandma St Ludmila
He and his younger brother Boleslav remain in Budeč in the care of their grandmother Ludmilla, according to legend a supporter of Christianity, unlike Drahomíra, who is said to have shunned pagan cults. This was one of the reasons why Drahomíra had Ludmila strangled to death immediately after her rise to power. After the young Wenceslas took over the reign, which must have been in 925 at the latest, he had Ludmilla's remains transferred from Tetín to Prague Castle and deposited them in the church of the later St George's Basilica, where they still rest today.. 
Government and foreign orientation
Prince Wenceslas reigned quite successfully, but the biggest problem was his neighbours, the Saxons and Bavarians, who invaded Bohemia in 929 and reached Prague without much resistance. Wenceslas had to resolve the situation by submitting to the Saxon Duke Henry the Fowler, by committing to pay tribute in exchange for peace. This policy saved Bohemia from joining the East Franconian Empire, as happened to the territory of the  Sorbs (also known as Lusatians). 
rotunda for the arm of St Vitus 
As a proof of the "partnership", Henry the Fowler then gave Wenceslas a relic - the arm of St Vitus, the patron saint of Saxony, and Wenceslas had a church built for it in the grounds of Prague Castle, known as the rotunda St Vitus. At that time, there were already two churches, the first dedicated to the Virgin Mary, built by Bořivoj I, Duke of Bohemia, and the larger church of St George built by his father Vratislav. According to archaeological excavations, Wenceslas' rotunda stood on what was probably the most sacred place, the mythical hill of Žiži, where the so-called "enthronement of the prince" was supposed to be located.
Tragic death
Historians still argue about Wenceslas' death. It is not so certain whether his brother assassinated him as chronicled in the chronicles or whether he was unhappily killed in an argument by Boleslav's companions, his personal guards. The fact is that Boleslav very soon transferred Wenceslas' remains to the rotunda of St Vitus, where, according to legend, he himself often took refuge, repenting over his grave. The date of Wenceslas' death is mentioned in the legends as 28 September. The year is not certain, the most frequently cited years are 929 and 935.
Despite his untimely death, Wenceslas' legacy continued to live on. His remains were interred in St Vitus' rotunda, which later became a pilgrimage site. His skull, the most precious relic of this saint, was even adorned with a royal crown. To this day, St Wenceslas remains a symbol of strength, piety, and hope for the Czech people.
￼[image: IMG_2219.jpeg]Saint Wenceslas depicted in the glass painting in the chancel window by Max Svabinsky.
10.2. Interior of The Chapel
￼[image: SvatyVit_99.jpeg]
Interior of St Wenceslas' Chapel.
AUDIO   The St Wenceslas chapel within the Prague cathedral is a masterpiece of Gothic architecture and art unique in the medieval world at that time. Built in the 1370s during the reign of Charles IV, the chapel is a testament to the saint's significance to the king and the Czech nation. Its breathtaking appearance and decorations leave visitors in awe.
The chapel is considered the holiest place within the cathedral and is adorned with precious jewels and intricate paintings. Of particular note are the original Gothic paintings on the bottom sections of the walls dating back to 1372-1373. These stunning works of art depict the suffering of Christ and are accompanied by figures of St Peter and St Paul by the western portal. The paintings are framed in beautifully polished jewels that only add to the magnificence of the chapel. The wall paintings in the cathedral still represent the best of Gothic art in Bohemia in the latter half of the 14th century.   
 
￼[image: malby po rimsou.jpeg]
Southern Wall Paintings of the Legend of the Life of St Wenceslas on the Walls of St Wenceslas´ Chapel.
The story of St Wenceslas is vividly depicted in the late Gothic paintings that adorn the walls of the chapel. These monumental works were commissioned by King Vladislav of Jagiellon around 1509 and tell the tale of the saint's life and death, including his assassination in Stará Boleslav.
On the chapel's eastern side, a painting depicts Prince Wenceslas arriving at the Imperial Meeting in Regensburg, with an empty chair symbolising the future Czech elector's arrival. Another painting on the southern wall shows the handover of St Vitus' relics - his arm to Wenceslas, gifted to him by the Saxon ruler Henry the Fowler.
￼[image: vyzdoba kaple sv Vaclava.jpeg]
Eastern  Wall Paintings of the Legend of the Life of St Wenceslas on the Walls of St Wenceslas´ Chapel.
But it is the dramatic painting on the eastern wall that captures the most attention. It portrays the Assassination of St Wenceslas in Stará Boleslav with a sense of the struggle between good and evil.
 
￼[image: polodrahokamy.jpeg]
View of the door in the western wall, richly decorated with semi-precious stones.
The St Wenceslas Chapel in the Prague cathedral boasts an impressive array of decorations, including 1345 plates of Czech semi-precious stones that adorn the bottom section of the chapel. These stones, some of which come from as far as Greece and Egypt, are believed to have healing properties and were selected for their liturgical symbolism. For example, green stones represented victory over death, while red ones were used to symbolize Jesus' sacrifice.
What's truly remarkable is how the Mediaeval artists were able to arrange these irregular stones into symmetrical images, often forming crosses to underscore the holiness of the chapel. To achieve this, the stones were carefully cut using thin ropes and abrasive powders and then placed in mortar after polishing. The gaps between the stones were then filled with decorative, gold-plated patterns, completing the intricate designs. 
￼[image: SvatyVit_43.jpeg]
Wall cladding with semi-precious stones. and Jesus´ Crucifixion . 
The Gothic wall painting above the altar is again a stunning sight to behold. It depicts the central theme of the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ, with Mary and John the Evangelist by His side. What's particularly interesting is the portrayal of Emperor Charles IV, who can be seen kneeling to the left of Jesus. On the right side of Jesus is his fourth wife, Elizabeth of Pomerania, also depicted in a kneeling position.
Gothic art was known for its strict hierarchical structure in figural depictions. In this painting, Jesus is depicted as the tallest figure, while the saints are smaller in size. The other figures, including the Emperor and his wife, are portrayed as the smallest in comparison.
￼[image: SvatyVit_49.jpg]
St Wenceslas´ Chapel Vault.
The intricate design of St Wenceslas Chapel  is not limited to its walls and paintings. The chapel's ribbed mesh vault deserves attention as well. The mesh vault is responsible for transforming the square chapel into a circular one, allowing visitors to take in the space without any clear beginning or end.
At a height of 14 meters above the ground, the thin vault adds to the majestic aura of the chapel. And as if that's not enough, the golden chandelier hanging from the ceiling, designed by Kamil Hilbert and added during the chapel's renewal between 1912 and 1913, serves as a stunning centerpiece that completes the already breathtaking design of the chapel.
 
 
 
 
￼[image: SvatyVit_48.jpeg]
Statue of St Wenceslas in the chapel.
The stunning statue of St Wenceslas in the chapel is considered to be one of the finest examples of Czech Gothic art in sculpture. The piece, which stands at almost two meters tall, is believed to have been crafted by Petr Parler.
What makes the statue even more remarkable is the fact that the saint's facial features are thought to be a faithful representation of his actual appearance. The head of the statue has been shown to closely resemble the shape of St Wenceslas' skull, which is revered as a holy relic. This discovery was made in the 1970s by the eminent Czech anthropologist Emanuel Vlček, adding even more intrigue and historical significance to this exceptional work of art.
￼[image: SvatyVit_44.jpeg]  
A door with seven locks leading to the spiral staircase to the Crown Chamber.
Located within the confines of St Vitus Cathedral lies a highly secure room known as the Crown Chamber. Inside the chamber, safeguarded by a sheet metal clad door bearing seven locks, rests the most valuable treasure of the Czech Republic - the coronation jewels. The door, crafted in 1867, is under strict watch and can only be opened with the presence of all seven key holders, among whom are major representatives of the state, including the President.
￼[image: korunovacni klenoty.jpg]
Permanent exhibition of copies of the Crown Jewels displayed in the Old Royal Palace.
The coronation jewels, with St Wenceslas' crown, sceptre and apple being the most prominent among them, have been an integral part of the country's rich cultural heritage for centuries. Since the reign of Charles IV, the jewels have been kept within the country and have rarely left its borders, making them an essential symbol of Czech statehood and the country's monarchy. On special occasions, under stringent safety measures, the coronation jewels are exhibited to the public, showcasing their magnificent beauty and historical significance. 
 
 
 


  
   
    11. 
    
     Golden Gate
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    South view of the Cathedral.
   

   
    
     
      AUDIO
     
    
    
     The southern side of the cathedral is particularly notable, with its impressive tower, crosswise nave, and the Golden Antechamber leading to St Wenceslas Chapel. The Golden Gate and its accompanying antechamber, featuring three broken arches, were built simultaneously with St Wenceslas Chapel and were completed in 1368. The intricate mosaic adorning the facade was installed over the course of 1370-1371, and it remains a breathtaking sight for visitors to this day.
    
   

   
    Among the numerous chapels adorning the southern side of St Vitus' Cathedral, one stands out with its distinctive gold-plated window bars - the famous St Wenceslas' Chapel. Its significance is highlighted by this unique feature.
   

   
    However, it's not just the chapel that captures attention. The spiral staircase above the Golden Gate, crafted by Petr Parler, is another remarkable aspect. Parler's creativity reached new heights in this staircase and the exterior triforium passages, which suggest that the upper part of the cathedral was accessible and passable in different ways.
   

   
    One can easily imagine church officials admiring the panoramic views of the Prague metropolis from this vantage point. Royal heralds and pipers might have also used it as a stage during court festivals. While the architecture is undoubtedly superb, it has also tempted people to indulge in their vanity and pride.
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    The gothic-renessaince-baroque southern tower.
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     The southern tower of the cathedral is a towering 96.7 meters high, making it an impressive landmark in the city. It took several centuries to complete, with its construction starting in 1367 under the reign of
    
    
     Emperor Charles IV.
    
    
     The tower features a stunning Baroque dome adorned with a gold-plated lion that serves as a weather vane.
    
   

   
    
     While plans for a tower on the northern side of the cathedral were also laid in 1509 during the reign of
    
    
     Vladislav of Jagiellon
    
    
     , the only remains of that tower are the hidden foundations under the street pavement. Construction on the southern tower and neighboring building of the southern antechamber of the Golden Gate progressed slowly after the death of Charles IV, with various site managers taking over until it was managed by Petr Parler's second son, Jan, in 1398. After Jan's death in 1406, the site was managed by Master Petr, called Perlík. However, the Hussite Wars ultimately put a halt to the tower's construction.
    
   

   
    A fire in 1541 dealt a significant blow to the tower's progress, and it was only much later that the Renaissance observation gallery and the Baroque roof were built, with a poppy head and a large Bohemian lion with a cross in its paws standing at a towering height of 3 meters.
   

   
    The tower is open to the public and offers unrivalled views of the cathedral, Prague Castle and the Prague skyline.
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      Judgement Day Mosaic
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    The Golden Gate of the Cathedral.
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     The grandeur of St Vitus' Cathedral was immediately apparent from afar, thanks to its dazzling golden mosaic on the western facade. The intricate artwork was visible from landmarks such as Charles Bridge, with the cathedral dominating the Prague skyline. The rear of the cathedral was partially obscured by the Royal Palace, but the front-facing facade was a sight to behold.
    
   

   
     
   

   
    
     The Last Judgement mosaic is a completely unique type of artistic decoration in the Transalpine countries. It was certainly made at the request of
    
    
     Emperor
    
    
    
    
     Charles IV
    
    
     after his return from his second coronation trip to Italy (made in 1368-1369). The original mosaic was most likely made by invited Italian craftsmen, but unfortunately the material of the glass blocks did not withstand the weather conditions very well, and so its shining beauty quickly faded. Over the centuries, the mosaic was restored several times, but it was not until the end of the 20th century that the
    
    
     Gethy Conservation Institute
    
    
     from the USA carried out a successful restoration after five years of research.
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     [image: SvatyVit2-8.jpeg]
    The mosaic is a one-of-a-kind artwork, this impressive work of art is a testament to the creativity and skill of the artisans who worked on it, and is a must-see for anyone interested in medieval art and architecture.
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    Middle Field of Mosaic.
   

   
    
     The mosaic's centerpiece is the majestic figure of Jesus as the Son of God, presiding over the judgement of the dead and the living in the upper part of the composition. On one side of Jesus, patron saints of the Czech land
    
    
     St Prokop, St Sigismund,
    
    
     and
    
    
     St Vitus
    
    
     kneel in supplication, while on the other side,
    
    
     St Wenceslas, St Ludmila,
    
    
     and
    
    
     St Adalbert
    
    
     perform the same act of intercession. In the lower part kneels
    
    
     Emperor Charles IV
    
    
     himself and his wife 
     
    
    
     Empress Elisabeth of Pomerania
    
    
     .
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    Patron saint of the Czech land from the left: St Prokop, St Sigismund, St Vitus, St Wenceslas, St Ludmila, St Adalbert.
   

   
    
     See more about patron saint of the Czech land here
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     Surrounding the mandorla of Jesus are a host of angels and cherubs.
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    Left Field of Mosaic - The Resurrection.
   

   
    Upon closer inspection of the mosaic of Judgement Day in St Vitus' Cathedral, one can observe the portrayal of the resurrected people on the left side. The mosaic also features monumental sarcophaguses surrounded by angels who are helping people rise from their graves. This depiction adds to the overall grandeur of the scene, further emphasizing the power of the divine judgement being portrayed.
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    Right Field of Mosaic - The Hell.
   

   
    On the opposite side of the mosaic, the scene of Hell is depicted. Sinful mortals with ugly faces are shown being driven to eternal damnation by the archangel Michael, who is clad in an armoured knight's dress and brandishing his sword. The group of condemned individuals is surrounded by a rope held by two devils on each side, while they wildly gesticulate in despair. Lucifer, the ruler of Hell, sits stiffly among the red flames, looking down on sinful men. His bound hands and the chain around his mole and waist depict him as a fallen angel, sitting in a crater under the earth, in which the flames of hell blaze, announcing the painful torments of suffering.
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    East view of the Cathedral.
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     One of the most stunning sights is the view of the Gothic cathedral from the east. It is a testament to the courage and determination of the first builders, who began their life's work at the request of
    
    
     Charles IV.
    
    
     The harmony of the design is truly awe-inspiring, with an exalted and outstretched support system that draws inspiration from the cathedrals of Amiens in France and Cologne in Germany.
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    Gothic Gargoyle
   

   
    Gargoyles have long been a staple of Gothic architecture, and St Vitus' Cathedral is no exception. Dozens of these fanciful and sometimes grotesque creatures adorn the cathedral's façade, taking the form of people, animals, monsters, and even occasionally obscene motifs. However, what makes St Vitus' gargoyles unique is that only three of them are original Gothic sculptures, making them a rarity. As a result, they are treated with great care and are supported with iron to ensure their preservation for generations to come.
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 PLAN of Old Royal Palace￼[image: Plan of Palace.jpg]
Introduction to Royal Palace
￼[image: Sněmovna.jpeg]
Old Provincial Assembly Hall in the Old Royal Palac
AUDIO   Welcome to the Old Royal Palace, a historical gem in the heart of Prague Castle. This edifice served as the residence of Czech princes and kings from the 10th to the 16th centuries and features a rich collection of notable sites such as the Church of All Saints, Vladislav Hall, Old Assembly Hall, Land Book Archives, and Louis Wing with the former Czech Chancellery.
The palace's lower floors house the preserved floor of Emperor Charles IV's palace and below that, the throne hall of Prince Soběslav's palace dating back to the first half of the 12th century.
The site's history is filled with tales of fire, desolation, and reconstruction. The palace was substantially rebuilt after a fire around 1303 and further extended westwards at the end of the 14th century by Wenceslas IV and Peter Parler, who constructed the Church of All Saints. The palace suffered damage during the Hussite Wars but was restored by Emperor Sigismund.
￼[image: stary kralovský palác ze severu.jpeg]
View of the Old Royal Palace from the north - Renaissance windows of the late Gothic Vladislav Hall.
Despite this storied history, the monarchs from Wenceslas IV onwards initially lived at the Royal Court in Prague's Old Town. It wasn't until 1483 that they returned to the Castle, leading to Vladislaus II of Hungary initiating a grand renovation of the palace, including the construction of Vladislav Hall. His son Louis II of Hungary continued the work, most notably on the south wing of the Czech Chancellery. After a fire in 1541, the Old Palace was repaired and converted into offices, with Ferdinand I Habsburg beginning the construction of a new palace in the west, along the southern side of the third courtyard.
Join us as we step into the past and explore the marvels of the Old Royal Palace and its captivating history.
Timeline
1135 Prince Sobeslav I is building a Romanesque princely palace.
1185 The Palace Chapel of All Saints is consecrated.
1333 Extensive reconstruction of the royal palace was started by the future emperor, at that time Margrave Charles IV.
1378 Son of Charles IV Václav IV continued the construction and added two perpendicular wings. 
1378-1382 Petr Parler, the builder of the cathedral and Charles Bridge, is building a new church of All Saints.
1483  the Bohemian and Hungarian king Vladislav II of Hungary begins a magnificent rebuilding of the palace..
1502 Completion of the construction of the grandiose Vladislav Hall by architect Benedikt Ried.
1541 A huge fire damaged all buildings of Prague Castle including Royal Palace.
1583 The renovation of All Saints Church has been completed.
1583  Emperor Rudolf II had his chambers built in the western part of the southern wing of the castle and left the original royal palace, except for the representative Vladislav Hall, to the provincial officials.
1618 The defenestration of the Catholic governors from the windows of the palace de facto started the Thirty Years' War.  
1766-1768 Empress Maria Theresia has a new wing built on the east side of the palace.
1937  The Theresian wing was rebuilt by architect Otto Rothmayer.
1918 - until today The Vladislav Hall is the venue for top state events, including the inauguration of the President.
 

1. Front view - Baroque façade
￼[image: IMG_4227.jpeg]
 View from the third courtyard of the Old Royal Palace hidden under the Baroque façade.
AUDIO   From the perspective of the Third Courtyard of Prague Castle, the Old Royal Palace is tucked away behind a Baroque facade from the era of Empress Maria Theresa. But don't let that fool you - step inside and you're in for a trip back in time, experiencing an unparalleled medieval atmosphere. 
The Old Royal Palace is essentially a mix of architectural periods. Its basement houses a Romanesque palace built in the 12th century under the reign of the Premyslid dynasty. The upper floors, meanwhile, are the results of later Gothic, late Gothic, and Renaissance reconstructions. The imprint of Prince Soběslav I (after 1135), Emperor Charles IV (after 1333), and King Vladislaus II of Hungary and Bohemia (around 1500) are distinctly noticeable in its structure.
￼[image: stary kralovský palác ze severu.jpeg]
View of the palace from the north - Renaissance windows of the late Gothic Vladislav Hall. 
Upon entering the palace, next to the box office, in what's called the western antechamber, you'll see the charred masonry of the Romanesque tower of the palace, originally standing 33 meters tall. The palace, and indeed the entire Prague Castle, witnessed its worst fire in June 1541.
 

2. Green Chamber
￼[image: Green Chamber.jpeg]
Green Chamber.
AUDIO   Now, you're standing in what's known as the Green Chamber, where smaller courts convened and knights of the realm held counsel. The room's furnishings are quite striking, particularly the Baroque tile stove and the preserved remnants of the original Renaissance floor made of glazed tiles, tucked away behind the stove. You can still spot the letter W (the monogram of Vladislaus II of Hungary and Bohemia) and a swan (the crest of the Lords of Švamberk; in German Schwammberg) on them.
If you look up, you'll be able to admire the Baroque ceiling painting depicting the Judgment of Solomon, a famous tale from the Old Testament. Solomon, the wise king, was once asked to judge between two women, both claiming to be the mother of a child. His seemingly cruel judgment - to cut the child in two - was a clever trick, ultimately leading to justice, as the real mother offered to give up the child to save its life. Thus, the painting in the Green Chamber serves as a constant reminder of the capital punishment carried out at Prague Castle.
 
 

3. Vladislaus' bedroom
￼[image: StaryPalac--6.jpeg]
Vladislaus' Bedroom from the point of view of the monarch receiving the audience.
AUDIO   Welcome to Vladislaus' Bedroom. Despite its name, the king never actually slept here. This space served as a small audience chamber, where the ruler received guests. The room is unique, mainly due to its exceptionally beautiful late Gothic vault, adorned with the crests of Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, and Luxembourg, along with the king's monogram and the Polish eagle on the rib ends.
￼[image: valdislavova loznoce II.jpeg]
Vladislaus' Bedroom from the point of view of those who come to the audience.
Vladislaus II of Hungary and Bohemia supposedly used to sit on a throne placed in the bay window here. While he could clearly see everyone, his guests were afforded a far less advantageous view.
 


  
   
    
    4. 
    
     Vladislav Hall
    
   

   
    
     
      ￼
     
    
    
     [image: Vladislavsky sal I .jpg]
    
    
     Vladislav Hall - view from the entrance.
    
   

   
    
     
      AUDIO
     
    
    
     Here we are in the Vladislav Hall, which was once the largest vaulted hall in Europe. This place is the central and largest ceremonial space in the medieval part of Prague Castle. Its dimensions are still awe-inspiring today: it's 62 meters long, 16 meters wide, and 13 meters high.
    
   

   
    
     The hall was created between 1492 and 1500 under
    
    
     Vladislav II of Hungary
    
    
     and Bohemia, from separate rooms, mainly in the late Gothic style with early Renaissance architectural details (windows and portals). The hall was built by
    
    
     Benedikt Ried
    
    
     , a figure you'll learn more about later in the guide, see
    
   

   
    ￼
    
     [image: IMG_5125.jpeg]
    
   

   
    
     Large Renaissance windows of the late Gothic Vladislav Hall.
    
   

   
    The floor of Vladislav Hall is 200 years old and recalls the coronation of Leopold II as King of Bohemia in 1791. From the centers of the vaults hang five large bronze chandeliers decorated with figures of wild men.
   

   
    
     In the past, Vladislav Hall was mainly used for feasting. Coronation banquets were held here, and during inclement weather, it was even the site for horseback knightly tournaments. Under the rule of the famed lover of art, sciences, and curiosities collector,
    
    
     Emperor Rudolf II
    
    
     , in the late 16th century, the hall even transformed into a bustling
    
    
     marketplace for luxury goods
    
    
     . Today, the hall is still used for ceremonial occasions.
    
   

   
     
   

   
     
   

   
     
   

  

 5. Czech Chancellery
￼[image: Česká kancelář I.jpg]
Czech Chancellery. - first room
AUDIO   As you exit the Vladislav Hall, you'll step into what's known as Louis' Wing, the Renaissance part of the palace. Following the area of the spiral staircase is a room known as the Czech Chancellery. The wing was originally occupied by King Louis of Hungary, son of King Vladislav II of Hungary. Louis' reign over Bohemia was sadly short-lived, lasting only a decade. In 1526, he tragically fell in the bloody Battle of Mohács (in Hungary) against the Turks.
 
￼[image: StaryPalac--12.jpeg]
Czech Office - second room - place of the second Prague defenestration.
In this hall, events took place that for a long time predetermined Czech and European history for several centuries. There was a so-called defenestration.
The Second Defenestration of Prague is a momentous event in history, sparking the Thirty Years' War. It occurred on May 23, 1618, in the Royal Palace at Prague Castle.It was a dramatic act of resistance led by Henry Matthias Thurn, a representative of the Czech Estates, against the violation of the Letter of Majesty issued by Emperor Rudolf II. This event ignited the Bohemian Revolt and subsequently triggered the start of the Thirty Years' War. During this striking episode, royal regents Vilém Slavata of Chlum and Košumberk, Jaroslav Bořita of Martinice, and secretary Philip Fabricius were all hurled out of the windows of Prague Castle. Miraculously, they survived the 70-foot fall. Catholics claimed it was due to divine intervention, while Protestants asserted that they fell onto a dung heap, which softened their fall. 
Regardless of the reason, this event served as a symbol of open rebellion against the Habsburg rule and sparked the Thirty Years' War, a devastating conflict that caused widespread destruction across Europe. The conflict reshaped the religious and political map of Europe, ultimately leading to the decline of the Habsburg hegemony and the rise of France and Sweden as the new major powers in Europe. 
So, when you're in the Royal Palace, remember, it was in these halls that a dramatic act of defiance changed the course of European history.
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    Vážení čtenáři, právě jste dočetli ukázku z knihy Jewels of Prague - More than just Selfies (+ Audio).

    Pokud se Vám ukázka líbila, na našem webu si můžete zakoupit celou knihu.
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INTRODUCTION TO CATHEDRAL

South-west view of the St Vitus Cathedral

O

Located in the heart of Prague's
Castle District, the Cathedral of St
Vitus, Wenceslas and Adalbert, also
known as St Vitus Cathedral, is much
more than just a building. It is a symbol
of the rich history of the Czech
Republic, spanning centuries of wars,
peace treaties, and political upheavals.
This majestic Gothic masterpiece has
witnessed the coronation of kings, the
birth of a new era, and the restoration
of a nation's spirit. The intricate
architecture and artistic masterpieces
within its walls are a testament to the
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