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      The Wreck
     

     
      It was yesterday, the 31st of December.
     

    

    
     I had just ﬁnished breakfast with my old friend Georges Garin when the servant handed him a letter covered with seals and foreign stamps.
    

    
     Georges said:
    

    
     “Will you excuse me?”
    

    
     “Certainly.”
    

    
     And so he began to read the letter, which was written in a large English handwriting, crossed and recrossed in every direction. He read them slowly, with serious attention and the interest which we only pay to things which touch our hearts.
    

    
     Then he put the letter on the mantelpiece and said:
    

    
     “That was a curious story! I’ve never told you about it, I think. Yet it was a sentimental adventure, and it really happened to me. That was a strange New Year’s Day, indeed! It must have been twenty years ago, for I was then thirty and am now ﬁfty years old.
    

    
     “I was then an inspector in the Maritime Insurance Company, of which I am now director. I had arranged to pass New Year’s Day in Paris—since it is customary to make that day a fete—when I received a letter from the manager, asking me to proceed at once to the island of Re, where a threemasted vessel from Saint-Nazaire, insured by us, had just been driven ashore. It was then eight o’clock in the morning. I arrived at the ofﬁce at ten to get my advices, and that evening I took the express, which put me down in La Rochelle the next day, the 31st of December.
    

    
     “I had two hours to wait before going aboard the boat for Re. So I made a tour of the town. It is certainly a queer
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

   
  

 




    Vážení čtenáři, právě jste dočetli ukázku z knihy The Wreck.

    Pokud se Vám ukázka líbila, na našem webu si můžete zakoupit celou knihu.
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