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K for Kara 11

Are We Friends?
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Kara

Favorite color: Light blue

Favorite food: Lasagna

Favorite school subject: Art

Loves to read
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Rose

Favorite color: Pink

Favorite food: Pizza

Favorite school subject: Gym class

Loves to shop
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Julie

Favorite color: Yellow

Favorite food: Tortillas

Favorite school subject: Music

Loves boys







The New Boy


Kara has been looking forward to Monday. They are getting a new boy in their class. His name is Niklas, and he comes from another school in their city.

When Kara steps into the classroom with Rose and Julie, he is already there. He is talking to Hamid, and he does not seem shy at all.

“He looks really nice,” Rose whispers to Kara and Julie.

“And cute,” Julie giggles.

Kara nods and glances at Niklas. He is taller than Julie. His hair is blonde and spiky, and he smiles all the time.

When the class starts, Mette asks him to come to the blackboard.

“This is Niklas, the new boy,” she says. “Welcome.”

Niklas smiles even more and waves at the class, then he tells them about himself.

“I play football in my spare time,” he says.

Kara nods. She likes that Niklas does not seem nervous. She is not nervous to talk to him either, and she is just about to smile at him.

“He is going to be popular,” Julie whispers.

During lunch, all the boys gather around Niklas. Hamid puts his arm around him and tells the others that they play football together.

“Niklas scores in all our matches,” he says proudly. “He is our best striker.”

“Oh yeah, you are really good!” Malou claps. Then she goes over to Niklas and looks curiously at him. “Have you had a girlfriend?” she asks.

Julie and Rose giggle. Kara thinks Malou is a little embarrassing.

“Yeah,” Niklas says. “I had two.”

He suddenly looks at Kara.

“Does anyone here have any girlfriends?” he asks.

They go quiet. Kara’s cheeks are warm. It feels like Niklas is looking at her, even though he does not. She feels like even her toes are spinning.

Then Hamid laughs. “I don’t think there are any couples in our class at the moment,” he says.

“Oh, how boring!” Niklas laughs too.



The next day Kara cannot stop looking at Niklas. She thinks he is so cute and cool. On Thursday after gym, they shower in the locker room.

“Hamid says Niklas wants a girlfriend,” Julie says as she starts braiding her hair.

“Okay!” Rose says and uses her towel to dry her body. “He is already very popular.” She sighs.

“No one will say no to him.”

Kara’s stomach is in knots. She takes a deep breath and quickly puts on some clothes. She is very excited about who Niklas wants as a girlfriend.

Julie turns towards Kara.

“Would you say no?”

Kara’s cheeks flush. She does not know what to say. She just giggles.

Julie slaps her back.

“Do you like Niklas?” she laughs.

Kara just laughs.

“Kara likes Niklas!” Malou says loudly as she swings her gym bag.

“No, I don’t!” Kara yells. She does not want Malou to think she likes Niklas. Kara puts her clothes into her gym bag, but she thinks maybe she does actually like Niklas.

On her way back to the classroom, she thinks about it. Does she have a crush?



Niklas is standing in the door of the classroom. He blocks the door, so the girls cannot come in.

“Move, Niklas,” Malou yells happily, and she shoves at him.

“Only Kara can get through,” Niklas says.

Kara feels warm all over. It is the first time Niklas ever says her name. She runs past him and sits down. She is giddy. A bit later, he lets the rest of the girls go through as well.

“We are playing our final match this weekend,” Hamid says loudly. He looks at Julie. “Niklas and I will both be playing. Will you come see us play?”

“Definitely,” Julie says, as she looks at Kara and Rose. “Right?” she asks.

Kara nods without thinking. Niklas smiles at her.
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The rest of the day, Kara feels light as a feather. She almost feels like she is flying.







The Football Game


Finally, the weekend comes.

On Sunday, the sun is shining, and Kara, Rose, and Julie bike to the stadium. Kara notices Niklas immediately. He is warming up on the field. She waves at him and he waves back. Then she stops, and he is stiff for a moment before he touches his heart and pretends like he is fainting.

“Oh, he is so cute!” Rose says.

“Yes, he is pretty cute,” Julie agrees, looking seriously at Kara. “And he stares at you constantly, Kara!”

Kara just giggles.

A big man stands next to them.

“Come on, Niklas!” the man yells loudly. “Stop fooling around! Focus!”

“That is Niklas’ dad,” Julie whispers.

The game starts.

Kara watches Niklas constantly. He runs around the field, taking the ball from the other team. He scores three times and runs into another player in front of the goal.

“That is a penalty,” Julie explains. “Niklas tackled him too hard.”

Niklas punches into the air when the other team scores. He touches his face and yells something to Hamid and the other boys.

“That made him angry,” Julie says.

The other team does not score again, so Niklas and his team win the finale. Everyone is clapping.

Kara is clapping, too. Niklas is REALLY good at football. She waves at him again. Niklas does not see her. He looks at his dad who has run onto the field.

“Why did you call a penalty?!” he yells at the referee.

Kara is shocked. She has never seen an adult man yelling like that. She feels sorry for Niklas, but he seems like he does not care. He runs over to them.

“That was a crap-referee,” he says with a smile.

“But you won,” Julie says and hugs him. “Congratulations.”

Rose hugs Niklas, but Kara just stands there. She is afraid to go over to him and does not even know how to smile anymore, but then Niklas comes over and hugs her quickly. Kara’s heart is beating hard.

“See you!” he yells and disappears off the field and into the locker room.

Kara sighs. Now she knows she has a crush.



On Monday morning, Niklas comes over to Kara’s table.

“Hi Kara,” he says.

“Hi,” Kara says. She has butterflies in her stomach.

Hamid and the other boys join him. They are giggling, and they stand in a corner whispering and looking at Kara. Kara is confused. She does not understand what is happening. Has she done something wrong?

She does not find out what the boys were laughing at until lunch. When she goes outside with Julie and Rose, Julie pushes them over behind the schoolyard.

“Niklas has a crush on you” she says and sounds proud.

“It is so crazy!” Rose says happily.

Kara forgets to breathe. Her stomach feels like she is on a rollercoaster. She doubles up, but she straightens out again, when Hamid joins them.

“Niklas wants to talk to you,” he says seriously.

Kara just nods.

She follows Hamid with stiff legs until she is suddenly standing with Niklas alone by the bikes.

“I have made a decision,” Niklas says and looks curiously at Kara.

“Okay.” Kara feels her heart beating very fast.

“I want to ask you if you want to be my girlfriend?”

Kara nods, but she cannot smile. It all seems too serious, but she thinks she might be happy. She feels warm all over.

“Okay,” she says.

Now Niklas is nodding too.

“Cool,” he says and runs over to the other boys.



  
   

   
    
     A Real Couple
    

   
   
    The rest of the day, Kara feels like she is in a bubble drifting away. She can barely understand it. She is happy and a little nervous. She does not know Niklas very well, but Julie and Rose think it is pretty cool.
   

   
    “I can’t believe he chose YOU!” Julie says when they bike to the club. “I am SO proud of being your friend!”
   

   
    Kara is riding in the middle. She feels like the whole world is looking at her, and she almost feels like a grownup.
   

   
    “You have to kiss at some point,” Julie says when they are sitting in the club, drinking tea.
   

   
    “Oh my god!” Kara exclaims. She suddenly thinks kissing Niklas would be too much like being an adult. She cannot even imagine it, and she doesn’t know if she wants to.
   

   
    She looks around her and sees the big boys playing computer games. They always do that. Some of them are playing cards. Kara does not know what to do with herself, but she cannot stop looking at Niklas.
   

   
    “Do you want to come?” Rose says as she stands up.
   

   
    Kara nods and follows them into the sewing room. They watch as Rose finishes a pillow for her bed. Kara is sure Niklas is outside, probably playing football. It is okay that he does not hang out with her. It is actually nice because she still has butterflies in her stomach. Having a real boyfriend is a big deal.
   

   

   
    At night, when Kara is in her bed, she gets a text from Niklas.
   

   
    “
    
     What are you doing?
    ” He writes
   

   
    “
    
     Nothing special
    ,” she writes with shaking hands. “
    
     What are you doing?
    ”
   

   
    Niklas texts her back quickly.
   

   
    
     “I am bored. Do you want to go to the movies on Friday?”
    
   

   
    “
    
     Yes
    ,” Kara answers immediately, and she puts down her phone. She can hear her dad in the hallway. He pokes his head through the door.
   

   
    “Put away your phone,” he says.
   

   
    “Okay,” Kara replies as she turns around.
   

   
    While she tries falling asleep, she can hear her mobile vibrating on the floor. She does not pick it up because she has already talked enough to Niklas today. It is kind of hard being someone’s girlfriend she thinks, as she falls asleep.
   

   

   
    She asks her parents if she can go to the cinema two days later. Niklas told her that his dad would drive them.
   

   
    “Can I go to the movies with someone from class?” Kara asks, while they eat dinner.
   

   
    “Yes, of course,” her dad says.
   

   
    “With who?” her
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    Vážení čtenáři, právě jste dočetli ukázku z knihy K for Kara 11-15. Giggles and Ghost Stories.

    Pokud se Vám ukázka líbila, na našem webu si můžete zakoupit celou knihu.
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