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Introduction

Reading is indispensable. We cannot do without it in this civilization of ours. To put it rather forcefully: we are condemned to read. We cannot escape, as it lies in wait for us wherever we go. And though we live in a society that has been entirely literate for almost a hundred years, reading provides an important x­-ray photograph of every culture, a key to gaining an insight into the world and ourselves. Hence it should come as no surprise that for quite some time now, surveys have been made of reading habits, systematically since the Second World War. But many people do find this odd. Why investigate a) something that is culturally indispensable and b) something we all do? But then reading has many facets and internal dislocations, and it is quite fascinating to compare it over time and in relation to other cultures. Hence the following pages will also focus on research into reading, or to be specific, three surveys held in the Czech Republic in 2007, 2010 and 2013. This will involve statistical results, which we shall attempt to present, however, not as bare facts, but as facts in their context, backed up by established interpretations. We cannot get by without graphs and tables. Many parameters of reading culture will be under review, but the ways reading is involved in other contexts, e.g. other media, will also be examined. Although the book will centre on data, the data itself is not the main point. One way or another, we will be operating in a field marked out by statistics, so let us not expect any great subtleties. This will involve a profile of the entire Czech adult population at the beginning of the 21st century, so that large socio­-demographic blocs will tend to be more in the foreground, e.g. the entire population or age and gender groups, rather than the voices of individuals and their testimonies, with one small exception.

Are statistics up to this task? Certainly not on their own, but then again they can tell us something that other approaches cannot, as they can provide an insight into the frameworks, large blocs and profiles, i.e. the macrostructures. And sometimes, quite surprisingly, they can be methodologically quite flexible. In addition to the large blocs they can also reveal individual strategies and cultural patterns.
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(twenty-five years since the collapse of Communism

in Czechoslovakia and Central Europe)

[image: ]

Chapter 1
Czech Republic —

key demographic

and socio-cultural

information

This chapter presents a summary of the Czech Republic’s key characteristics, from demographic to economic data and information on reading culture.


Czech Republic — three historical lands and fourteen modern regions
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Source: http://www.oneworld365.org/travel/czech­-republic



Demography

With its ten and a half million inhabitants, the Czech Republic is one of the medium­-sized European states (along with Bulgaria, Hungary, Portugal and Austria, for example). After the great political and social changes at the turn of the eighties and nineties, it rapidly transformed into a parliamentary democracy and a market economy. It has been a NATO member since 1999 and a member of the European Union since 2004. In 1993 the original “state of the Czechs and the Slovaks” divided into two separate states — the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. Recent surveys show that almost two­-thirds (64%) of the population of the Czech Republic consider the changes at the turn of the eighties and the nineties to have been positive, but an early 2014 survey found that only around one half (48%) are satisfied with the quality of this democracy.1

Ever since the 17th century, exile has been a significant phenomenon in Czech history. The largest Czech diaspora, based on several waves of emigration, is in the USA, where around 1.5 million inhabitants claim Czech roots, whereas in Europe it is Croatia (with approximately 10,000 inhabitants). Around 70% of the population live in urban areas. Modern history has witnessed two great waves of emigration — following the Communist putsch in 1948 and the Warsaw Pact invasion of 1968. These waves have also had a great impact on book and publishing culture, as thanks to them several prominent centres of independent literature publication emerged (e.g. Toronto, Cologne, London and Zurich). These books were also smuggled into Czechoslovakia.

As for its ethnic composition, the Czech Republic is relatively homogeneous. At the last census in 2011, 63.7% of the population described their nationality as Czech (86% of those who claimed any nationality at all), 4.9% declared themselves to be of Moravian nationality, and 0.1% as Silesian; the remainder (26%) opted not to fill in any of the columns. The representation of the Moravian (and Silesian) nationality is largely due to the fact that there was a column for it in the questionnaire. Average life expectancy is 75 years for men and 81 for women. This has risen considerably over the last twenty years.

In 2013, 442,000 foreigners were living in the Czech Republic with permanent residence. Since the end of the 1980s this number has increased more than tenfold. The largest groups among them are the Slovaks and the Ukrainians.

Age distribution and its development over the last twenty years are shown in the following graph.


Graph 1.1 Age distribution in the Czech population (199 5–2 013)
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Source: Czech Statistics Office



As in every other European country, the population of the Czech Republic is ageing, as can be seen from the ratio of those aged 0–14 years to those aged over 65. However, the Czech Republic has a better average within the European context as a whole. There are countries with a much worse demographic forecast (e.g. Italy).





	
	


	
		Vážení čtenáři, právě jste dočetli ukázku z knihy Reading Bohemia. Readership in the Czech Republic at the beginning of the 21th century.

		Pokud se Vám ukázka líbila, na našem webu si můžete zakoupit celou knihu.
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